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| HE Dutcries the Diſſenters have lately made 
| about the MEETING which Mr. Walter 
and 1 had with Two of their Teachers in the 
City of Exon, have been ſo Terrible, that any 
One, who don't know the Temper of the People, would 
almoſt think, that nothing leſs was deſign'd, than Mur- 
dering- the whole PARTY! And that thoſe Clamours 
were ſpread abroad on purpoſe to put them upon their 
Guard, and caution them to take care of themſelves. 
* Whereas the Deſign of our Meeting was ſo Charita- 
ble, the Merhods of our Proceeding ſo Innocent, and the 
Conſequences of it might have been ſo Beneficial, that 
there is no Man, who is an Hearty Lover of Trath, and 
S:xcerely Religions, but muſt be griev'd at the Event, and 
wiſh our Deſign had been carry'd on. | 
But ſuch is the Nature of Faction, and ſuch has been 
the Artifice of our Diſſenting Teachers from their Origi- 
nal, that, when they treat other People ever ſo Barba- 
rouſly, they ſhall Gravely preach up PEACE and 
MODERATION ! but if you touch a ſingle Hair of 
their own Heads, or ſpeak an unwelcome Word to em, 
they break forth all into Flame, and rave as if they were 
utterly undone! - ? F 
And conſidering what People they have to zeal! with, 
and Delude; a Party, that is always prepar'd to ſwallow 
whatſoever their Teachers ſay, and ſeldom take the Pains 


tO 


L 4] 


to examine what the contrary ſide have to offer in their 
y That . , *tis their neee 3 1 
cry 7 > To Charge Crimes upon thet 
verſaries, which themſelves have Committed ; and Re- 
vile and Rail heartily upon the Occaſion, as the moſt ef- 
feQtual Method to conceal their own Shame. 

It can be on no other Graugds,that the late Pamphlet, 
entituled, A Trae and Ip ACCOUNT of what 
Occur d 1 the late CONFERENCE ## EX ON, 
has come abroad: The Author, the firſt Step he takes, 


Page 3. complains of Scandalous and Falſe Repreſentations ; and yet 


P. 5: 


. he tells us of his Extenſive, of bis. neg Chriſtian CH A- 


there is hardly a Page in his whole Pamphlet, but has 
ſomething in it, of his own, which is very Falſe and 
Scandalous. He declares, he won't bring an Accuſation, 
much leſs a railing Accuſation, again it any M -; and 
then he makes it very plam, that his whole Deſign was 
nothing elſe, but to Accuſe and Rat —— A little aſter, 


RITY! And ealmoſt in the ſame Breath, be treats His 
Adverfary in ſuch an Uncharitable, Unchriſt ian mamer! 
that when firſt I perus'd his Book, I could got think ef 
'ving it any ſerious Anſwer 3 but:;pity'dithe, Man, and 
re 


olv'd to leave him to Confute himſelf” Of 12127 
But ſince I find with how much Induſtry, and. Pairs 
thoſe Papers have been ſpread abroad; how it has en- 
rag'd the Party againſt me; and that ſome of em, from 
this Author's Inſinuations, have given out, that / am A 
Jeſait in Diſguiſe; and that tis only my Gown which ſecares 
my Brain; *tis high time to look about me, to {peak a 
little in my own Defence, and appeal to the World, whe- 


ther, or no, thoſe things ought aber best mo 091 


FEW &! ' 3281 82 rn 1 O31: 1 U a 2 210 vols 
Before I come to examine the Book it ſelf, it may not 
be amils to beſtow a Thonghs or two upda its Author, its 
Taile, and its {pretended] Deſign. 53% bil 
5 Fir i, 
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ſwered in Print: 


[5] 
_  Firft, Had we been appris'd of any thing in Print a- 
bout this Matter, we ſhould have e ed, that Mr. Haller, 
who was the Principal at the Meeting, ſhould have been 
the Aathor of it: Eſpecially, ſince at the Conference he told 


the Company; 
would Diſpute, he mas ready for 4 


Diſpat ation. 7 = 
But ſo Ill-natur'd is the World we live in, that ſome 
People have queſtion'd Mr. Hallet's Sufficiency for 
ſuch an Undertaking ; and have dar'd to ſay, That One 
Mr. Gilling of Newton-Buſbel is the Author of this Pam- 
phlet; I mean, of its firſt Edition: And we have theſe 
Reaſons to believe it; (In,) Tis well known Mr. G#l- 
ling came up to Town about the Diſpute. (24,)*Twas 
He that Corretted the Preſs. And (zah,) The Copy 
was Hit own Hand- writing. | X 
But whoever is che Author of it, Mr. Withers, per- 
cciving what a Kind Reception it met with abroad, has 


put His Name to its Second Edition. Indeed, at the 


Meeting, he told the Company, *Twas not his Province 
to Diſpute, but to be an Afiſt ant to him that did--- and yet 
he takes upon him to be the Chief Manager all along. 
Firſt, he makes a Speech for Mr, Hallet. Next, he draws 
up Reaſons for him, why they could not Sabſcribe their 


Names: And, at laſt, he is forc'd to Write (at leaſt, - 


to oun that he Wrote) this Paper for him; and ſo makes 


Reaſon, or to Speak  *' 


Party's Fundamental Error, to have Mens Perſons in Aa- 


miration for they can't tel what: And becauſe one 


Mr. Martimer, à Leading Man of their Party, ſent for 
Me lately (out of ſtark Love and Kindneſs, you may 


be ſure) and begg d, that Mr. Watker and I would not 


expoſe our felves ſo as we did Adding, that Mr. "or 
an 


If Mr. Agate would Write, he ſhould be 
anſwered in Wri F e . he ſhould be a. 


Page 9. 


5. 


4 


People believe, that Mr. Hallit is not able ro Write, to 
I take Notice of this, becauſe I find tis One of the 45 


[6] 
And Mr, Withers were Men of Learning and Parts. 


and Alas! what can you, a couple of Boys do with t 
them ? 


- 


II. But, Secondly, The Title of this Pamphlet. *Tis 
call'd, A True and Im partial Account of what Occurr' d at 
the late Conference at Exon. Now, it we take a Title 
of a Book, to be an Evidence of its Contents (as it cer- 
tainly onght to be) then, if theſe Gentlemen will go to 
the Seſſions Themſelves, where they ſend Others; they 

p. 21. will find an Evidence, can't be deem'd a True One, 1 
unleſs it contains the Truth, the whole Truth, and Nothing |} 
bat the Truth: In which Qualifications, this Title is ex- 

| 


tremely defective. 


| For, whoever will take the pains to peruſe the 
Pamphlet, will find the Title takes in but one half of 

4 it. The Hiſtory of the Conference ends at the 1;th | 
| page: and there a new Scene is opened; the Author | | 
falls foul upon his Opponent, and takes up almoft the FF 
remaining half of his Book, in propoſing Queries, and Þ| 
charging him with Indecency and Prophaneneſs.— 
And for what Reaſons the Subject of this half of the | 


Book, ſhould not be mentioned in the Title Page, is eaſy 
enough to guels. 


III. Thiraly, Its ( pretended ) Deſign. *Tis pabliſh'a to 
prevent Miſrepreſent ations. Mr. Agate, it ſeems, has ob. 

p. 10. /erv'd no tolerable Meaſure of Truth and Decency, but has 
p. 16. miſrepreſented his Opponents, in the late Conference; and 
p. 14, abaſea them in that Affair, by ſcurrilous Reflections, and 
abomi nable Falſhoods ! and therefore theſe Papers are pub- 

Iifſh'd to Prevent them. — Now I believe, no Mortal 

before ever heard of Preventing any thing, after it was 
actually paſſed and done. Can this Gentleman, with all 

his Learning and Parts, hinder what paſſed Yeſterday ? 

Is it poſſible for him Nom to Prevent a certain HUE 


and 
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and CRY which came out about a Month ago? But 
to paſs by ſmall matters--- 

I would fain know, what thoſe Miſrepreſent ations are, 
which I have been guilty of; and where thoſe ſcurrilous 
Reflections, and abominable Palſhoods are to be found, 
which this Book is deſign'd to Prevent? Why has not 
the Author produc'd, and mark'd 'em out? Can any 
Body think, 'tis out of Kindneſs to me that he has con- 
ceaPd 'em? | 

Indeed, towards the latter end of his Book, he calls 
me to an account, for prophaning my Pulpit : that is, for 
Preaching a Sermon or two, about the Sacramext and 
the Lord's Prayer. And if this be any thing to his pur- 
poſe, then his Argument muſt run thus, viz. Mr. Agate 
has ſaid in his Pulpit, the Diſſenters have been great Ene- 
mies to the Lord's Sapper, and no Friends to the Lord's 
Prayer ; and therefore J have | gon A Trae and In- 
partial Account of what Occurr'd at the late Conference in 
Exon. Very Good: and what then? "Then--- Why---- 
Then---by plain Conſequence, the Great Turk is no 


When an Author blunders ſo wretchedly in the be- 
ginning, and is not able to furniſh out his Title-Page ; 
tis a ſhrew'd Sign, that he will make intollerable Work 
on't, before he has done his Book. 


Upon the whole, I appeal to every One, who has 
Read this Gentleman's Papers (and ſhall read mine) 
whether the Title of em would not better anſwer his 
Deſigno, if it run thus, viz. 


A Partial Account of what Occurr'd at a late Conference in 
Exon : Publiſh'd in part, to prevent the Repreſentations of an Im- 
partial One; but Chiefly to heap all the Scandal and Abuſe we could 
invent upon One of the Diſputants. By John Withers — Cc. 
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PAMPHLET 
i 


A True, &c. Account of what Occur'd at a Con- 
ference in EXON. a 


ECA USE Mr. Withers has inform'd the World, that 

am a Man of a very Diſpatatious Humour; and don't 

ftick to ſay, that Mr. Hallet and Himfelf were Dragg'd Page 5 

ro rhe late Conference by my Iuiportunato Clamonrs, aud Violent 
Accuſations ;, and ſo charges Ae with being the Cauſe of all the 
Tumult and Noiſe the Faction has made in theſe Parts: I muſt 
crave Leave to ſer this Matter in a True Light : To accompa- 
ny kim in his Narration of the Conference : To mind him now 
and then of ſome Things, which may have flip'd his Memory: 
To ſet him at Rights ſometimes, when he makes a Wicked, or an 

 Unwary Step: And to Smile a little as we goalong, that ſo our 
Company may be the more agreeable. x, 


There are ſeveral People in the Pariſh where I am concern'd, 
who, it ſeems, are not ,yet-Reſolv/d what Religion they will be 
of! and ſo make it their conſtant Trade (for ſo it muſt be cal- 
led) to goto a CONFENTICLE in the Iorning, and to 

a et B CHURCH 
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. 
CHURCH in the Aſternoon. This Practice I have alway: 
thought my ſelf oblig'd to condemn, as A very Scandalous Thing ! 
which, how common ſoever it be in Our Me, has never been 
ſuffer d, or, I think, ſo much as heard of, in all the CHRISH- 
AN World before. 


In November laſt, talking about this Matter with a Gentle- 
woman of my Pariſh, we fell into a Diſcourſe about Schiſm ; 
and after ſome Things had paſs d, concerning the Nature and 
Danger of it, I plainly told Her, That if the Presbyterians 11 
this NATION were not Schiſmatieks, I eould not ſee how it 
was poſſible any People ſhould ; or that there could be any ſact 
thing as Schiſm in the WORLD.” ; 3 

She complain'd preſently, that I was a very Uncharitable | 
Man; and tho* ſhe be a Woman of good Senſe, yet ſhe told | 
me, the Diſſenting Teachers were very Good Man! And that ſhe 
did not aeſire to be in an happierCondition in = otherWorld, 
than ONE of them (which ſhe nam'd) was lite tobe : 
Adding, That They had a great many SEALS to their Alini- 3 

ftry; and would not, ſhe was ſure, forſake the Eſtabliſh'd EY 
Church themſelves, and encourage Others to do ſo too, if there g 
was the leaſt Schiſm or Sin in the Matten. 

This created a pretty deal of Diſcourfe And at laſt 
(purely to undeceive Her, and becauſe I thought it my Duty) 

I told Her, I had ſeen and heard ſo much of that, ſort of Teach- 
e75, that I could not entertain any Tolerable Opinion of em: 
And that I believ'd, They had no more Autbority tO Preach. 
Baptias, and Adminiſter Sacraments, than her Husband had 
(who is a Lay-man)—— And if ſhe Herſelf would only com- 
pare their Former Praſtices and Writings, with what they had 
Lately Publiſh'd,” and did Profeſs z ſhe would find 19 much Shu 0 
fling and Contradiction among em, that ſhe muſt needs take em, - 
as I did, to be Men of Vile and Jrreligiow Deſigns (I think I ; 
might ſay Villains}. _ e oder er 

The Gentlewoman was very much diſſatisfy'd at this, and 

could not imagine that I was in Earneſt (for Education and Pre 
dice are ſtrange things); and told me, ſhe believ'd 1 woul 
hardly own any, of this to their Faces — — 


en * e e 1 


- „ Py 
- 


Ina few days after, l had an Invitation to Her Aunt's Houſe 


(where I had never been before), a Gentlewoman that uſually 
6 | __ _ - atzends 


ory 


attends on a Diſſenting Congregation : and there (without tellin 
me any thing of their Deſes and I proteſt I knew nothing 00 
it) Mr. Hallet and Mr. Withers, two Diſſenting Teachers, were 
immediately ſent for, and Mr. Agate was taken to Task pre- 
ſently; and charg'd for ſaying Theſe Horrible Things, viz. 
© That SCHISM was a DAMNING SIN! That the Pres- 
© byterians were certainly Guilty of it! And that their Teach- 
© ers were a Pack of VILLAINS, for offering to Adminiſter Sa- 


* craments | &c. which they had no more Authority to do, than 
© any Tradeſman in the Town. 


Mr. Hallet, who came in firſt, was ſadly Fnrag'd at this; 
and profeſs'd he was Surpriz'd, that a Gentleman and a Scholar 
ſhould ever talk at ſuch an Vnchriſtian rate But skipping 
over all the reſt of it, he demanded a Definition of VILLAIN, 
and how I came to call them ſo, I told him I was willing, at 
preſent, to take it for One that was Inſincere in his Profeſſion of 
Religion: And, if I had calPd Them ſo, I had ſome Reaſons for 
it, which were no SECRETS; and if he would have a little 
Patience, and deſir'd it, he ſhould be ſure to hear em 

But the Company perceiving that Mr. Hallet had drop'd the 
Main Points which he came to Diſcourſe of, deſir'd that we 
would Wave what we were upon, and debate a little about 
SCHIS M—— if it were ſo Grievers a thing as Mr. Agate did 
pretend; and whether the Presbyrerians were Guilty of it, or 
no. | 
But, as for this, Mr. Hallet deſir'd to be Excu#d: and told 
them, He did not come Provided for any ſuch Diſpute; and that 
he was to Preach the next day, for which he was not prepar'd, 
and ſo muſt needs be Gene [[tho' he ſtay'd afterwards about 
Three Hours, and did not Preach the next day]. But, ob- 
ſerving how his Friends began to hang down their Heads, and 
grew very Uneaſy,upon his decliaing to Diſpute, he told them 
he would diſcourſe over theſe Points at any other time, if Mr. A- 
gate would, and give em all poſſible Satisfaction. 

His Friends were very well pleas'd at this Challenge; and 
before we parted *twas Agreed, On that Day Fortzight the ſame 
Company ſhould Meet again about this Matter, in the ſame. 
Place: And that our Diſpute might be the better manag'd, 
Mr. Hallet was to bring another Diſſenting Teacher for his Aſſi- 
ſtant, and I was to deſire another Clergyman to accompany 

WY A 2 me. 


— 


Page 4. 


2 


me. . 'Twas alſo Agreed, That our Diſpute ſhould be 


d 
by way of Sllagyſm; and that each of us ſhould bring a Perfn 
to write down what was offer'd. And when Mr. Haller defir'd 
all that was taken down might be Burn'd before Wwe went ont 
of the Room, I reſolutely Oppos'd it — And appealing to 
the Company about the Vareaſonableneſs and Ill Conſequence of 
ſuch a Thing, they all V»animouſly deſir'd, That the Conference 
might be preſerv'd, that themſelves might have Copies of it, 
to peruſe at their Leiſure, and conſider another time 4 
which makes me wonder how our Author comes to ſay, Twa⸗ 
agreed that the Notes ſhould be read to the Company, and then the 
Papers ſrould be thrown into the Fire; when he knows, All the Com- 
pany are Witneſſes of the contrary ? Such a Glaring Falſhood 
is enough to make other People think as hard of him as I do. 

Soon after theſe Preliminaries were agreed upon, Mr. Withers 


came in; and when we had acquainted him with what had 


paſs'd, and how Mr. Hallet had choſen him for his Aſſiſtant, 
and he ſeem'd to approve and cheerfully accept it, I took my 
Leave and left 'em. 

But by the way, I may let the Reader know, how Mr. Hallet 


would fain have choſen my Aſſiſtant for me: and to return his 


Favour, I deſir d that I might chooſe his; and accordingly .I 


nam'd Mr. Troß. AGentleman that is an Author; and taken by. 


the Common People, to be the very Cement of the Party; But Mr. 
Hallet was very ſenſible, though a Formal and Solemn Out ſide will 
draw Ignorant People after it; yet in the Ballance of Rea- 


{oning, it will be found very Light 3 and therefore this Old ; 


Gentleman was Rejected. 


In Purſnance to this Agreement, on December the 11th, Mr. 
Walker (the Clergyman whoſe Aſſiſtance I requeſted) came 
with me to the Place appointed; where we found about; Twene, 
ty or Thirty People, maſt of em Diſſenters, got together to 
hear the Diſpate; which we were very glad to ſee; hoping, if 
they came with Hene lt Intentions, and would hear us with Fa- 
vour, it might have a Conſiderable Effect upon em. 

But theſe Hopes began to vaniſh, as foon as ever Mr. Haller, 
and Mr. Wither; came in. They reſolv'd, preſently, there 
fould be no Diſputing before fo much Company: Saying, That 
Mr. Agate was a Man of % Honour: That he had broken the 
Agreement by bringing ſo many People thither ; and une 

a \ | | 1 ey 
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they (their own Friends,) were turn'd out, they would cen go 
home again. | quad TY 

I wonder'd what ſhould be the Meaning of this! and begg'd, 
That they would treat their Friends civily ; and began to ar- 
gue the Caſe with 'em, what Sſpicions it might raiſe in Peoples 
Minds, if they ſhould turn their Friends out of Doors; and 
not ſuffer em to underſtand the Secrets of their Religon— ) Ad- 
ding, That I had brought but One Perſon more with me, than 
what was agreed upon; and that he ſhould be oblig'd to Silerce, 
if they would ſuffer him to ſtay---. But all this was offer'd, 
and a great deal more, to no purpoſe; they reſolv d their Friend; 
ſhould depart, and mine too; becauſe, they ſaid, he was a 
Clergyman. 

What Reaſon theſe Diſſenting Teachers might have for 
Dealing chu with their Own Party, I ſhall leave their Own Par- 
ty to imagine: But I can't forbear ſpeaking of Mr. Hallets Diſ- 
Ingenuity on this Occaſion! after I had us'd all the Arguments 
could think of, to keep the Company there, and his own 
Friends both /aw and heard me ſpeaking for it, he took ſeveral 
of them by the Arms, and told 'em, in a private manner, they 
muſt turn out, becauſe Mr. Agate would not ſuffer em to ſtay ! 
(If Mr. Withers had been Impartial, he ſhould have put this 
Paſſage into his Account). 


And now, the Company that remain'd having taken their 
Seats, Mr, Withers was pleas'd to Addreſs himſelf in a Spe ech 
to this Effect, VIZ. en | 


Good People! 


E are All Moderate Men; and tis not Our Buſmeſs to 
bring a Railing Accuſation agaiuſt either the Church of 
England ix General, or any Particular Member of t SHE 
is a Noble Part of the Reformation, and Her Members are very 
hone ſt People: However, I muſt be allow'd to ſay This, SHE «. 
an Erroneous Church, and Mr. Agate 5s a Great Rogue 


This is the Subſtance and True Meaning of this Gentleman's 
SPEECH, in a ſhort Compaſs: But becauſe the PARTY have 
a particular Fancy for it, and the World may ſee I don't Miſ- 
repreſent him, I'll give it in his own, Words, and all at lat, 
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that does: I deſire I may be patiently heard, whilſt I premiſe a 
ew Things, in which I ſhall ſpeak my own Senſe, and the Senſe of my 
Brother, 

. We defire the good People here preſent, to take Notice, that in 
the preſent Controverſy we are not the Ag prefſors, but are here to att 
on the Defenſive Part. Our Buſineſs is not to bring an Accuſation, 
much leſs a Railing Accuſation, either againſt the Church of Eng- 
land in general, or any particular Member of it. We look upon the 
Fit abliſh'd Church as a Noble Part of the Reformation; and make 
% Oueſftion, but that there are a great many Pious and Religious 
Perſons, both of the Clergy and the Laity, belonging to its Commu- 
mon. However, ſince She in her 21ſt Article renounces all Preten- 
ces to Infallibility, and confeſſes She may Miſtake aud Err, we hum- 
bly conceive, that in ſome Things which are Extra- eſſential to our 
Common Chriſtianity, we may very Innocently Diſſent, and Differ 
trom Her : Tho' in theſe very Inſtances, we are not ſo Vain as to ſet up 
our own Judgments for the only Standard of Truth and Orthodoxy 1 
nor fo Cenſorious, as to Condemn and Judge all thoſe who do not See 
with our Eyes, nor Subſcribe to our Opinions, However we may have 


I: not being my Provinte to Diſpnte, but to be an Aſſiſtant to him 


been miſrepreſented, or miſunderſtood, tis not the Extirpation either | 


of Epiſeepacy, or Liturgy, that we contend for. And as theſe are 
our Principles, fo our Prattices have been agreeable thereunto. We 


have not endea dour' d, either in our Publick Sermons, or our Private 


Diſcourſes, to heighten Mens Prejudices, to inflame their Animoſi- 
ties, or inſpire them with a bitter Zeal againſt their Brethren, On 
the contrary, we have often teok occaſion to Inform them, That true 
Chriſtian Charity is of a generous, large, extenſive Nature, and 
ought not to be confin d to a particular Party, or Faction; and that 
Diverſity of Opinions ſhould cauſe no Alienation in Mens Afedt ions. 
We hope, we can truly ſay, that what we endeavour, and deſire, is 
this, That Glory may be given to God on high; that there may be 


Peace on Earth; and Good-will towards all jorts of Men. And if 


there be any call d Diſlenters, that are of a fromard, peeviſh, and 


cenforious Temper, they are none of the Perſons whoſe Quarrel ve 


e/pow/ſe. We muſt therefore ſolemnly proteſt unto you, That tis not 


Fondneſi to make a Noiſe and Buſtle in the Town, that has engag d 
ns ir this Diſpute 5, But that we are Dragg d hither, by the importu- 
nate Clamours,and violent Accuſationsof this Gentleman, Mr. Agate. 


He has been pleas'd to make very bold with our Character; and pre- 
"IF ſum d 
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ſum' d (IT am ſure ) too far, for One that cannot pretendto be a Search - 
er of the Heart. He has repreſented all the Diſſenting Miniſters 
as a Pack of Villains; and Mr. Troſs in particular, as the great- 
eſt of all the reſt ,, whoſe Age, Extraction and Education, to ſay 
nothing of his Piety and Religion, fhould ( one would think ) have 
skreen'd him from an Inſult of that Nature. Nay, the People have 
been told from the very Pulpit, That we take as much pains ts Damm 
Mens Souls, as Jeſus Chriſt did to Save em: An Expreſſion ſo 
Derogatory from the Honour of our Saviour; ſo inconſiſtent with ad 
the Rules of Chriſtian Charity; that we are willing rather to impute 
it to a haſty and inconſiderate Zeal, than to a premeditated Malice. 
We have been challeng d and inſulted ( as we are credibly infor md) 
in Coffee-Houſes, and other places. Agreat deal of Noiſe and Cla- 
mour has been made, aud it has been confidently aſſerted, That we 
act ægainſt our own Conſciences; that we cannot ſpeak one word in 
our own Defence; that no Diſſenter durſt look Mr. Agate in the 
Face, or Debate the Matter with him : as if his Arguments were 
all ſuch Gorgons Heads, as to transform us into Stones. Upon the 
whole, we are Arraign'd for Crimes of a high Nature; to the Iudict- 
ment we plead Not Guilty : *Tis incumbent on this Gentleman to 
prove his Charge, and make good his Allegations: Tou are to be our 
Judges, and to your Juſtice, Candonr and Integrity, we are very 
Willing to refer our Cauſe. | 


This Speech having a very Malignant Aſpect upon me, I en- 


deavonr'd to take it in Pieces; and, as our Author oblerves, Page 8. 


Made a pretty large Reply to it. And had he been as good as 
his Word, and given a True and Impartial Account of what oc- 
eurr'd at the Conference; he ſhould have told the World what 
this Reply was z and how I clear'd my ſelf from all thoſe Rail- 
ing Accuſasions, he brought againſt me (After he bad declar'd, 
he would not bring any): But this (whether it be owing to a bad 
Memory, ora worſe Quality ) he leaps quite over; and by not 
ſhewing how [clear 'd my ſelf, leaves People to think that I could 
ROT, 

He ſays, indeed, that I inſited Much on the Horrid Nature 
and fearful Danger of the Sin of Schiſm, &c. and whatever he 
thinks, he may be ſure I thought it much to the purpoſe. Af- 
ter he had told the Company, be look'd Upon the Eſtabliſh d 
Church a4 a NOBLE PART of the Reformation, &c. and yet be- 
eauſe ſhe did not pretend to be Inſalible, hut might Err he humbly 


con 


Page 19. 
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.conceiv'd he might very Innocently Diſſent and Differ from Her. 


Here, I preſume, a little Diſcourſe about the Hvrrid Nature 
and fearſul Dancer of the Sin of Schiſm, could not be very Un- 


ſea ſonable. To own our Church to be a NOBLE PART of 


the Reformation, and that he don't deſire the Extirpation of 
Epiſcopacy, or the Common-Prayer (and what elſe can they deſire? 
I always thought theſe were the Oxly things they Quarrel'd a- 
bout); and yet to ſay, he may Innocently Diſſent and Differ from 
Fer, ſhews, that- SCHISM, in this Man's Opinion, is a very 
Inaifferent, Innocent Thing But the Particulars of this 
Speech ſhall be conſider d in another Place. At preſent I go 
on with the Conference. 


Ta Defence of this Speech, Our Antagoniſts fell to their Di- 
il inctions about SCHISM, and began to Shuffle at a moſt Into- 
lerable rate. One of 'em ſaid, Mr. Agate was guilty of Schifnr, 
becauſe ſame People came to hi Church, when they 'ought to 
go to their om. The other ſaid,” Twas a Schiſm to tear an Hand- 
kerchief in pieces — And ſince Mr. Withers Challenges me to 
Name that Man that talk'd in ſuch a Ridiculous Manner, lmuſt 
tell him, *Twas his own Dear Self! as ſeveral People that were 
preſent are ready to atteſt, | 

Upon the Whole; They made ſuch a Jeſt of their Separation, 
by ſich trifling Inſtances, that I was aſtoniſh'd at their Diſ- 
courſe; and deſird they would not delude their Parry fo, and 
make em helieve that Schi/m was fo ſlight a thing, ſince all the 
Chriſtian World had ever look'd upon it with Abhorrence ! 
Nay, Mr. 77/6 himſelf ſays, Ti a worſe Sin than the Greateſt 
Immorality. 
Mr. Withers took me up immediately, when I mention'd Mr. 
Troſs; and ſaid, he hop'd I would not Argue from the Autho- 
rity of Schiſmaticks, or have Recourſe to the Writings of ſuch 
a Villain —. To which Mr. Walter reply*'d, He might car- 
ry on his Banter if he pleas'd, and make a Jeſt of Serious Mat- 
ters; but he might aſſure himſelf, that we ſhould turn their 
own Books upon *em, and N they were Schiſmaricksfrom 
the Writings of their own Party. | F 


And now, that we might have a Fair Engagement, Our A- 
mannenſes were order'd to take down theſe following Preli- 
A 8 N 
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we 1, That the Diſpute ſhould be manag'd by way of - 
n- giſm. Becauſe by this means, People are kept cloſe to their 
of Point; and at laſt, are brought to a certain Iſſue : Whereas 
of in a looſe way of Talking, they often run from their Queſtion, 
e? and ſeidom come to any Determination. This Preliminary, as 
a- | our Author obſerves, was Agreed to: But he don't ſay with Page 8. 
m | how much Difficulty; and that it coſt almoſt a quarter of an 
ry Hours Debate to bring them to it; tho* they had Conſented 
is | to it at the ſirſt Meeting. 
Si | 
2aly, *Twas Propos'd, That the Debate ſhould be confin d 
to Lay-Conformity. The Reaſons of which was, to ſhorten the 
i Diſpute; and becauſe it was purely for the Satisfaction of La 
o- Perſons, that the Conference was brought on. But this Propo- 
A ſal our Antagoniſts would not ſubmit to. 
d- 3aly, ?Twas Propes'd, That as Our Arguments ſhould be 
fo Written down and Subſcrib'd; ſo the Reſpondents ſhouid 
ſt | Write down and Subſcribe Their Anſwers; and that Copies 
re | ſhould be kept by both Parties But this Xilling Preliminary, 
I as our Author calls it, put our Adverſaries quite out of Hu-. 
n, | mour; 'twas rejected with ſo much Indignation : that Mr. 
iſi- | Hallet took up his Hat, as ſoon as 'twas offer'd, and reſolv'd 
ad | to leave Us. 
be 
3 Mr. Walker and I could by no means recede from this Propo- 
tt FF ſulz; It being the only Method we had to Juſtify our ſelves to 
; the World, if it ſhould be Requir'd; to Oblige our Adverſa- 
lr. ries to Own the TRUTH, and Check the Calumnies of their 
o- | Party; who are ſo apt to tell Stories on theſe Occaſions *, that 
ch they had given out, Mr. Haller had worſted me, before the 
r= | Conference was begun. 
t- C Beſides, 
m 1 
. * Of which Mr. Waller can give a Flaming Inftance, in a Conference held be 
\- rween the Right Reverend Biſhop of Nhyceſte and Mr. Philip Henry ; which is 
li bo repreſented by Mr. Calamy, in his late Alridgment of Mr. Baxter's Life: Where 


5 the Party have Reported ſome of the Vit Calumet imaginable: As the Ziſhop | 
4 has aſſur d Mr, }alker with his own Mouth. 
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Beſides, we were ſure the Cauſe theſe Gentlemen had to Ma- 
nage, was ſo very Bad, that they muſt be put to miſerable 
Shifts in maintaining of it; and we were willing to have what 
they could ſay, in Writing, and Atteſted with their Own 
Hands; that ſs their Party (eſpecially thoſe who were preſent) 
might ſee it on all Occaſions,and be convinc'd of their Errors, 
and aſham'd of their Teachers. 


Here follow'd a long Debate concerning the Reaſonableneſs 
of this Preliminary. After which Mr. Wajker demanded, It 
they would Sublcribe, or No? And being Anſwer'd in the 
Negative: Then, ſays he, there is an end of the Matter 
and fo offer d to be gone. But in hopes that this Buſincſ 
might ſome-how be Accommodated, I deſir'd he would tarry 
a little longer; and then our Debate went on again, tor about 
half an Hour. But all that was ſaid, being little elſe than Re- 
petition and Wrangling, Mr. Walker deſir'd their poſitive An- 
[wer: And being told, 'Twas their Reſolution not to Sub- 
{cribe, we took our Leave, and came away. 


By. the By, the Reader may obſerve: A little before we 


came off, Mr. Withers pretended to prove, That the Diſſenters 
were as muchof the Church of ENGLAND, as Mr. Walks 


or IJ. And leſt any One ſhould think, twas the Force of his 


Argument that made us fly, as he would make People believe, 
by his ſaying, An Argument was offer*d by one of the Reſpondents, 
and the Opponents went ont ef the Roem I ſhall ſet it down in 
Mr. Withers's own Words; and leave the World to Judge, 


whether he has not more Reaſon to be Aſham'd,then Mr. Halker- 


or I to be Afraid of it — . 

It was offer d thus, in the Form of a gin ue are 
Cuited to the HEAD of the CHURCH, then. we are of the 
CHURCH; bit me are United to the HEAD of the CHURCH; 
Herefore we are of the CHURCH! 

Now. could any One imagine, that this Speech-Maler could 
de guilty of ſo much Weakneſs and Ignorance, as to think, 
that any Union which the Diſſenters had with Her MAJESTY, 
{ould be ſufficient to make em Members of the CHURCH of 
ENGLAND? But whatever the Man thought, I'm ſure 
2c talk'd at that Senſeleſs rate We are Subjects, ſays he, 
:orve OVEEMN, Ergo, We are Members of the CHURCH 


-7 ENGLAND ! No doubt, but his Brethren in Scotland will, 
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give him Thanks for this Syllagiſm : Nay, the Papiſts, Inde- 
pendents, Anabaptiſts, and the Quakers themſelves, ought 
to make him ſome Acknowledgments : For Mr. Withers has 
effectually prov'd, They are all of the CHURCH of EN G- 
LAND ; Becauſe they are all Subjects to the Q VEEMW! 
I conteſs, ſuch Arguments as theſe, are enough to make a Man 
ſhake his Ears, and get away as faſt as he can. 


And thus the Conference, which has made fo Great a Noite 
in theſe Parts, was Broken Off —- And now People bega, 
to ſpeak their Minds pretty freely on both ſides: Some fair! 
One Thing, and ſome Another. But our Adverſaries, to Ju- 
ſtify themſelves, and keep their own Party from thinking the, 
were either Aſhamd or Afraid to Own their Principles, took 
care to Scatter about the City ſome REASONS, as they cal! 
'em, Why they could not Subſcribe their Names. Which 
come now to Examine. 


But before 1 proceed, I deſire the Reader to take Notice , 
This Author, according to his Uſual Practice, has endeavour- 
cd to make People believe, what he knows to be Notorioufly 
Falſe. He Inſinuates, as it All the Papers ſign d by both Parties, 
were to be left in my Handi, to be Publiſh d and Beftow'd ut I ple ad d. 
Whereas it was Declar'd, again and again, before him and all 
the Company, That Our Arguments, and Their Anſwers, ſhould 
be taken down on Two ſeveral Papers; and by Two ſevera} 
Perſons, who came thither for that very Purpoſe ; and that 
each Party ſhould have One of theſe Papers: Nay, the Com- 
pany, for their Satisfaction, were to have Copies ot em too 
And now to tell the World, All theſe Papers were to be entruſted 
and left in my Hands, when ſo many are ready to give him the 
Lye ! To Falſify thus in the very Face of Conviction, is fo abo- 
minable! That if the Man was not a Diſſenting Teacher, l ſhould 
think he was quite Diſtratted. 

The plain Truth is, This Gentleman was ſenſible, unleſs he 
could blind the Eyes of his Party, and make 'em believe a 
Lye ; unleſs he could firſt perſuade em, that I was a Malici- 
ous Fellow, and then that his very Life and Fortune muſt lie 
at my Mercy, if he did ſubſcribe, All his other Reaſons could 
never anſwer his purpoſe, as I ſhall fairly ſhew, by expoling, 
them in their Order. 

C4 Reaſon 


Page 9. 
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 Reafon I. Becauſe thongh we had no deſign to make any unhand- 
em Reflections on the Liturgy, tis not impoſſible, but he might- con- 
ftrain us, in our Defence, to make ſome Objections to ſome Part 
thereof ;, which, tho never ſo modeſtly fer d by us, we know not 
how far a Man of bis Invention might improve to be a depraving of 
the Common-Prayer : Which would for us to a ſevere Penalty. 
And tho” it was afterwards propos d, That if any thing of that Na- 
ture gave w Umbrage, we might have Liberty to expunge it; yet, 
perhaps the Force, and Strength of what we ſaid, might lie on ſucl, 
an Objettion: And therefore, to publiſh the Weaker Part of what 
was ſaid, and omit the Strongeſt, would be indeed to expoſe our own 
Weakneſs: Which we conceive to be One Deſign of Juch a Captions 
Propoſal. 


| | Reply, If theſe Gentlemen had deſign'd to reflect on the 

| Cominon-Prayer ever ſo unhandſomly, and ſay the worſt they 

| could of it; can they reflect and ſay more in its Derogation, 

than has been ſaid and publiſh'd already? I hope they don't 

pretend to ont-do Hickeringill, Mr. Obſervator and Review; 

N and why then ſhould they expect to be taken notice of, when 

theſe Champions of their Party, have gone on Unpuniſh'd ? 

But to ſhew the weakneſs of this Pretence -Was it poſſible 

that I ſhould be guilty of ſuch a baſe Deſign, as this Author 

iuſinuates here? I would fain know, If their bare words would 

= not render *em as obnoxious to the Penalty, if they had depra- 

ved the Common-Prayer, and made any unhandſom Reflections, as 

ſubſcribing their Names, would have done? Might not I have 

taken hold of their Expreſſions, and expos'd 'em for Crimi- 

nals, if they had gone to depraving, &c. as effectually, asifI Þ | 

had had their Names to ſhew for it? So that if this Reaſon | 

. have any thing in it, it holds good againſt their coming to a 

e e, Conference at all; and 'tis ſuch as the Papifts have made uſe 
Ce * of, on the like occaſion *. 

tencc, Ce But, Twas propos d, that if any thing of that Nature gave em 

8 . Umbrage, they might have liberty to expunge it. | 

Indeed, Mr. Walker and I conſider'd, that Habit and Cuſter: |. 

were very powerful Things; and fo theſe Diſſentere, might | 

not perhaps be able to forbear Abuſing and Depraving the Li- 

turgy: And for this Reaſon we told 'em, they ſhould not be 

oblig'd to put their Names to any of their ſhameful Anſwers; | 

or | 
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or whatſoever they thought would expoſe em to a Penalty. 
And could any thing in the World be more fair than this? 
Can this be a Captions Propoſal, when we left em to their own 
liberty, whether they would ſabſcribe or no ? 

hut Porhaps the Force and Strength of what they ſaid, 
might lie on ſuch an Objettion ! 

Is this poſſible ? I challenge him to give any Inſtance of it. 
Would he make People believe, that the Force and Strength of 
any Argument can lie in Ill Language? Can Depraving and 
Reproach be any Recommendation to their Cauſe ? I don't 
know how much Practice may have influenc'd the Diſſenters 
Thoughts, but I have heard ſeveral Judicious People ſay, the 
Pamphlet, Mr. Withers values himſelf ſo much upon, had been 
never the Weaker, nor the Worſe, if he had treated Me in a 
little better Language: —- But every Man ia his own way. 


' Reaſon II. We being only on the Defenſive Part, knew not on 
what ſide he would attack 1s ;, nor what Arguments he would offer : 
And therefore think it moſt Unreaſonable and Unjuſt, to expect 
that our ſudden and unpremeditated Anſwers ſhould be printed 
with thoſe Arguments he had been a Fortnight iu preparing, and per- 
haps with the Aſſiſtance of the beft Maſters of the Country. Ne 
Aan being willing (we ſuppoſe) to appear in Print, wit haut ſome 
time to digeſt his Thong his, and Range hs Conceptions in their pro- 
per Order, 


Reply, He very well knew, *twas our Buſineſs to prove, that 
he, and his Party were SCHISMATICKS. And the only way 
that I know of, to do this, is to ſhew that they have forſaken 
an Eftabliſh'd Church, without any warrantabls Reaſon for it. 
And as for their ſudden and unpremeditated Anſwers, all People, 
that underſtand any thing of the Matter, are ſenſible, that 
our Arguments, excepting the firſt Syllogi/om, muſt have been 
as ſudden, and unpremeditated as their Anfwers : For I pre- 
ſume, no Man in the World will pretend to foretell what: 
Principles Diſſenting Teachers will go upon; or what they will 
acknowledge or deny, before they have declar'd themſelves : 
Nay then, we can't depend upon their Words; and this is 
One Chief Reafon,why we inſiſt upon ſubſcribing their Names: 
And therefore if the Conference had been Printed, we could 
have had no more time to digeſt our Thigh, and ge our Con- 
| ceprions 


e 
ceptions than themſelves: And the Reader, knowing our Diſcourſe 
to be Extempore, without doubt would have excus'd us both, 
i we had but kept up to Common Senſe. 

Bur I had a Fortnight te prepare my Arguments—And had 
not they as much time to prepare their Anſwers? Had not 
they the ſame Forrnight to find out Reaſons, why they do for- 
ſake the Church, as I had, why they ſhould not do it? But 
ſuppoſe it had not been ſo: Would they make Folks believe, 
in ſuch a Point as this is, where their very Souls are at Stake! 
that they are unprepar'd, at any time, to Juſtify their Pra- 
Ztice ? Or that they don't always carry their Reaſons about 
em for what they do? l'm confident, they never told their 
Part) ſo before, viz. that they had forſaken the Eftabliſhed Church, 
and ceſd d them to do fo too, but they muſt pardon em, for at preſent 
hey are not able to give a Reaſon for it. — A Man that is honeſt, 
and deals ſincerely, and has no occaſion to ſhift and ſhuffile, don't 
want a great deal of time, to ſpeak his Mind, and defend his 
Principles, | 

But PERHAPS, I had gotten the Aſiſtance of the heſt Maſters 
in the Country : 

PERHAPS I had not: 'am ſure there was no Reaſon ] 
!hould, to prove that the PRESBY TERIANS are SCHIS- 
MATICKS : Here are the Landon Caſes, Dr. Stilling fleet, Dr. 
Maurice, Mr. Bennet, Mr. Burſcough, and a great mary more 
in Town, that have done it to our hands; and by ſuch in- 
Vincible Arguments, that they, and all their Party never have, 
nor ever can Anſwer. And this would plainly appear, if they 
could be brought to a Syllogiſtical Conference; where they would 
ae oblig'd to give their oppolite Anſwers, to eur Arguments; 
and place what they have to ſay, fo as it might be ſeen : And 
not, as their Wild Manner is, come in with a Dozen of Di- 
ſtinctions, and call their Adverſary a Parcel of ugly Names, 
aud then tell their Party they have anſwer'd his Book. 


Reaſon III. Becauſe had we intruſted our Papers in hrs Hands, 
in order tathe Publication of them, we had no Security that there 
Trould be no Alterations, nor Additions to our Diſadvantage. And, 
ve Concerve, we have little Reaſon to truſt our Reputation in the 
Hands of One who Reviles us for a Pack of Villains; who bath in- 
izlted rhe Aiemory of 4 Prince to whom he ſwore Allegiance z, and 
publiſnd a Srory from the Pulpit, which the nobleſt Judicature in 

England, 
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England, and his own Superi ours in the Church, had, after a ſtrict 
Examination, Voted to be a Malicious, Falſe, and Villainomws 
Report. 


Reply. Had this Gentleman ſpoke in the Language of the 
HUE and CRT, * and ſaid, Mr. Agate is a VILLAIN, a ROGUE, 
and a RAS C Az; and therefore we don't think it Safe for 
Us to Truſt our Papers in his Hands; his Meaning had beeu 
{ſomething more Plain, and, I'm ſure, as much to his Purpoſe, | 


But for Once, we will ſuppoſe Mr. Agate is as Bad, as this 
Author deſires People ſhould: believe him; yet ſtill, Had not 
e the ſame Reaſons to Truſt his Papers in my Hands, as I had 
'6 Truſt mine in his! Nay, Is it poſſible there can be a more 
{nfallible Security, againſt the Vileſt Wretches upon Earth, in 
iich a Caſe as this is, than this Gentleman and I had againſt 
zach other? Are not thoſe Copies and Counterparts, which 
e and his Friends were to have of the Diſpute, ſufficient to 
keep me from Altering or Adding any thing to his Diſadvan- 
tage? Pray, how are Leaſes, Records, and things of the 
greateſt Moment, preſerv'd from Forgeries !—— By this the 
World may ſee, Mr. W:thers don't care what. he.ſays, ſo long 
as he talks againſt Mr. Agate. 

But, it ſeems, I have Inſulted the Memory. of a Prince to whons 
I Swore Allegiance ;, ana Publiſld a Story, &c. Very well —, 
And therefore he won't Subſcribe his Name ! 
Alas, POOR: SOUL! Would he tain Expoſe me to the 
Fury of the MOB? Will nothing ſerve: #7 24 bur M 
BLOOD? Is this his Way of giving Reaſons; to tell a Stary 
oft his Adverſary,and make People believe ſome Wicked Thing 
of Me! Which I Challenge, 1 Defy him to Prove —. 

I am fatisfy'd, the Man will enjoy his Humenr, and theres» 
fore I let him alone. But Methinks, INSULTING: PRIN- 
CES, is the Unluckieſt Thing a Diſſenter could ſtumble upon-- 
| preſume he has quite forgat-who Swore Allegiance.to KING 
CHARLES I. And to KING CHARLES II. And 
then Murder'd ONE, Plotted againſt the Other, and Inſulted 
the Memory of Both. 

But, 


em 
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A ibel publiſh'd lately by the Precb3rer tune, ro revile me. 
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But, IV. Becauſe in the many Inſulting Challenges he gave us, he 
made no mention in the leaſt of ſuch & Preliminary; and had be 
teen a May of Honour, oght not to have inſiſted on it then. The 
o/fering of a New Article, to an Agreement, when once made, be- 
ng in the Conſtruct ion of the whole World a Violation of it. 


. Reply, I can't ſee how th can be call'd a New Article; or 
why my Honour ſhould be queſtioud about it: Did not Mr. 
Hlallet and all the Company agree, That the Conference 
ihould be taken down in Writing? And does not ſuch an A- 
greement imply, and ſuppoſe, that each of us ſhould Sub- 
{cribe and Own what we order'd to be Written down? Or 
elle, It we would not Father it, what ſignifies Writing any 
thing at all ? | | 

Beſides, If this Article be New or Old, what is that to th 
Purpoſe, ſo long as 'tis Reaſonable? And indeed Neceſlary to 
keep theſe Gentlemen Honeſt, and ſtop the Wide Mouths of 
their Party? Who, as I obſerv'd before, had given ont, That 
I was Worſted before the Conference began, | 


But, V. Becauſe the End of the Conterence was the Satw/a- 
fon of a few particular Perſons then preſent; and this might be done 
by a Verbal Debate, without more adoe. 


Reply. Here Mr. Withers forgets himſelf ſtrangely. I thought 
he had been giving Reaſors all along, for not Writing their 
Names, and Subſcribing their Anſwers ; but now he is giving 
Reaſons for not Writing any thing at all. Was it not reſolv'd, 
That our Debate ſhould be Written down ! Did not thoſe 
particular Perſons, he is ſpeaking of, defireit? And did we 
not bring Two Perſons with us, on purpoſe to do it? And 
now is he talking, he can't tell what, about a Verbal Debate? 
And for theſe Peoples Satisfattion tos? | protelt, this is the Od- 
deſt Man to give Reaſons that ever I knew. 


But Again, VI. Here is another of the ſame Stamp. Be- 
cauſe the Method propos d, of Subſcribing ſo very much, would have 
talen up many Days, if not Weeks ;, and the Perſons preſent and 
concern d, being Perſons of Trade and Buſmeſs, could not afford ſo 


rich time. 


Reply, 
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Reply. By this Reaſon, our Author would make People be- 
lieve, the Perſons that were preſent don't trouble themſelves 
much about Religion. It ſeems they are People of Brſme/s 
and Trade, and ſo have other Things to mind: they carr af- 


ford many Days, &c. to ſatisfy themſelves in points of Schiſm, 


tho' the Iſſues of Eternity depend upon it. — Indeed I can't 
promiſe for his Party, becauſe I don't know their Reſolutions : 


but Pam ſure thoſe two or three Church-men that were pre- 


ſent, have as much Bufmeſs and Trade as any of them; and yet 
they offer to beſtow any time on ſuch an Occaſion. And there 
is no doubt but their Scribe (ſo well is Mr. Fowler known | 
would ſpend whole Years, if not his whole Eſtate at a Con- 
terence, if he could only hope to expoſe the Church of Eg 
land, and ſome particular Members of it. | 

But what is all this Baſineſ and Trade to ſubicribing of 
Names ; The Queſtion is not how much time it would coſt, 
to write down the Conference (*twas agreed that ſhould be 
taken down, whatever time it coſt) but whether or no, theſe 
Gentlemen ought to put their hands to it, and what time t 
will coſt. So that, if there be any force in this Reaſon, it 
mult be thus, via. Mr. Hallet and Adr. Withers muſt have ma- 


"ny Days, if not Weeks, to write their Names; and therefore they 


won't Subſcribe ——, 

I have a fine time ont, in anſwering ſuch an Author as this 
is! Are theſe the Men of Learning and Parts, which Mr. Mor- 
timer boaſts of? have they taken time to digeſt their Thoughts, 
and range their Conceptions, in their proper Order, and now do 
they Print ſuch ridiculous Stuff, and call it REASONS too? 
Well, if ever it ſhould come inte this Gentleman's Head to 
write a Book again, I beg he would not offer to put One Rea- 
ſoa into it. 

But upon 2d Thoughts, Our Author ſeems to be out of con- 
ceit with theſe Reaſons himſelf : He ſaw that moſt of em were 
but ſenſeleſs Shuffles ; and he does in a manner tell People ſo, 
em. But then why did he not keep theſe four or five Rea- 
ſons to himſelf? Why muſt he peſter the Preſs with his Non- 
* ? Had not the World Paper enough before for necetlary 
Uſes. 


D No, 


by ſuppoſing A plauſible Anſwer may be given to four or five of p. 13. 


F. 13 


ſuſal which they perſiſted in. 
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No, but if there be Only One of *em, that is ſubſtantial, ſolid, 
and well grounded, it ſufficiently Juſtifies the Reſpondents in the re- 


Not at all; for this ſolid and well-grounded One, if there 
ve any ſuch, was invented and found out ſince the Conference 
was broken off: And can that which they never thought of 
till to Pay, be a ſufficient Reaſon for their not Subſcribing a 
Week ago ? This is like their Preventing mene 
atter they are paſt. 

When this Preliminary was firſt propos'd, they had very 
:irtie to fay againſt it. *Tis true Mr. Fowler, when he faw 
o his Miniſters mumbled and chew'd upon the matter, en- 
deavour'd to help them off with a Speech; and told us very 
Fan, viz, He hunibly conceiv'd, this Preliminary was Gerd 

z purpoſe to enſnare A. Hallet and Ar. Withers; that 41 Caſe 
rey had morſted us in Argument we might take our Revenge upon em 
by Lew ! But Mr. Walker, being a little mov'd at ſuch a malici- 

us Charge, appeal d to the Company, It that was Decent 
— Becoming Treatment of us: and at that time Mr. Halles 
pretended he did nat hear this Speech: And Mr: Withers ſaid, 
he had no ſuch Thoughts of us, and feem'd to be aſham'd. But 
now Mr. Waqhers has lick d up this Fe/law's venemous Spirtle, 


and tells us He conceives too, this Preliminary was contrid d to en- 


| ſnare*em as Criminals ! Their Caſe muſt certaiuly be very 
Deſperate, when the Preacher himſelf is forc'd to Print, what 
he bluſffd to hear {poker by as bad a Member as moſt he has 1 in 
his Congr egation. 
But here is ſomething behind, which makes amends for all 
the rell. Whereas we have been inſulted by ſome, as though we 
ere afraid or aſham'd to own our Principles: We have this to ay 
Our Principles may be found in the Articles of the Church of Lag: 
land; to all which, ſave Iwo of three, we have ſubſerib'd our 
N 
This is really the merrieſt Paſſige i in all the Book — 44 
Dillenter's Principles to be ſound in the Ai ticles of the Church ef 
England 1 11s very pretty indeed I wonder. how a Man of 
an Ordinary Capacity ſhould ever have ſuch a Conceit in his 
Head— No doubt but Occaſional Conformity, and Presbyterian 
Or din atton, are to be found in the Articles of the Church of 
England — And can't he find SCA ISM there too, and 
Rebellion, and taking SOLEMN Leagues and n 2 
This 
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This is admirable Stuff! If this Gentleman's Thoughts arc 
no better, after he has taken time to Digeſt and Range em in thei; 
proper Order, he has ſome Reaſon to be ſhy, how h: ſuffers em 
to come abroad Extempore. 

But to be Serious. Their Principles are to be found in the Artie 
cles of the Church of England; to all which, Save Two or Three, 
they have SubſcriÞd their Names —— And way not a Socinian, 
by the ſame Rule, prove that the Articles of his Faith are to 
be found in the Nicene Creed? All which he can Subſcribe, 
ſave Two or Three, viz. That Jeſus Chriſt is God of God -—— 
Very God of Very God, Cc. But now thoſe very Articles, 
which he Rejects, may perhaps be fo neceſſary to his Salvation, 
that he may be damn'd for his Unbelief. And Pm ſure, One 
of thofe Articles which the Diſſenters retuſe to Subſcribe, is {© 
Eſſentially Neceſlary to the Well-being of the Chnrch, thar 
there can be no Government without it: "Tis the very Cement 
of its Unity and Peace. | 


And thus our Author has given us half a dozen Reaſorrs, why 
Mr. Hallet and He could not Subſcribe their Names: And be- 
cauſe; his, Hand was in, he is pleas'd to go on, and give Two 
or. Three Reafons more, Why Mr. Walker and 1 ſhould deſire 
ſuch a Thing — We conceive this Preliminary was contriv'd p. 13. 
for ns other end but, (i ſt,) To enſnare us as Criminals: (2dly,) 
To expoſe us as Fools : Or, (3dly,) For a planſwle Pretence to break 
r ; 


It could not be contriv'd for the Fri of theſe: Reaſons, 
as appears by what I have ſaid before: Nay, 'tis impoſ- 
{ible they ſhould be afraid of being Enſrar'd as Criminals, if they 
have no other Principles but what are to be found in the Arti- 
cles'of* rhe Church” of Eügland. Neither could it be contriv'd 
for the Laſt ot thefe Reaſont. For tis Ridiculous to Imagine, 
That We ſhould firſt Drag theſe People to a Conference, and then 
contrive to break it off again, before it was begun, and we 
had try'd how Matters would go. And therefore in the Se- 
cond place, this Preliminary muſt be contriv'd for no other end, 
hut to Expoſe em as Fobl; . © Therg tire Man is undoubtedly 
in the Right ot; ris ab certain Trath, 'as ever he ſpoke in 
his Life; we had ſach a Deſigu indeed; and for the further Sa- 
tistaction of this Gentleman, and his Brother, If they will 
ane D 2 come 
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come toa fair CONFERENCE, will Owntheir Principles, 
and Subſcribe their Names to what they ſay, lll promiſe to Fx- 
poſe em for Fools, or ſomething worſe, in ſuch a plain, legible 
Manner, that their Own Party ſhall be Aſhanrd of their Pro- 
ceedings ! 


Again, to cloſe this Matter, our Author tells us It ſeem; 
ery evident, That Mr. Agate did himſelf Judge theſe Terms Un- 
reaſonable, from thu : That his Own intended Scribe declar d, the 
very Day in which the CONFERENCE was to be, that he was per - 
ſwaded there would be no Diſputation 


I'm confident Mr. Agate always Judg'd theſe Terms to be 
very Reaſonable; and I Appeal to all the World, It they be 
not ſo. And whatever Our intended Scribe might ſay about 
the Matter, *tis no more than what ſeveral other People talk'd 
of: Nay, ſome offer'd to lay Five Guineas to One, There 
would be no Diſputation. But why was it? Not becauſe our 
Terms would be Unreaſonable ; but becauſe Mr. Haller and 
Mr. Withers muſt hazard their Reputation by it: Becauſe 
their Practices would have been call'd over, and theſe Princi- 
ples Examin'd and Expos'd, which they are Afraid and Aſham'd 
to Own. 

"Ts this that ſeems ſo very Evident. What elſe could be the 
Meaning, that Mr. Haller ſhould Tremble and grow Pale as 
ſoon as he came into the Room (as ſeveral People obſerv d)? 
Why ſhould ke turn his Friends out of Doors? And ſay in 
a Letter, which he wrote to Mr. Walker, That He would Fain 
Decline the Diſpute? Why ſhould this Author talk of Being 
Dragg'd to the Conference? That he was Startled and Surpriz'd 
at this Propoſal ? And why ſhould he deſire the Papers might be 
thrown into the Fire? But for this Plain Reaſon, Becauſe they 
are Afraid and Aſham'd to own their Principles. 


They may call this Inſulting of em, if they pleaſe, and go 
on and Print half a dozen Reaſons more; and tell People 
Where they may find their Principles : But unleſs they will come 
to a Conference, and put their Names to what they have to ſay 


tor themſelves, they muſt expect to hear of this as long as 
they live, | 


Having 
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Having diſpatch*d what paſs'd at the CONFERENCE, 
and Examin'd what our Author has ſaid for Breaking of ir 


off; I could now WISH, as Heartily as himſelf , That P. 10. 


there had been ne Uncharitable Cenſures, or Reproaches, ox 
either ſide : That there had been no Wound given to that 
Delightful Harmony that ought te be maintain'd between Fel- 
low Citizens and Chriſtian Neighbours: And , That the 
Town had been leſt to Enjoy its former Peace, Tranquillity, 
and Quiet But ever * the Interruption of the CON- 
FERENCE, the PRESBYTERI ANS have Ohſerv'd no 
Tolerable Meaſure of Truth and Decency : Like Solomon's 
Madman, they have been Scattering Firebrands, Arrows and 
Death! And made both City and Country RI NG with 
HUE and CRIES, with Scurrilous Reflections, and Un- 
charitable Falſhoods: Eſpecially Mr. Fowler ; who, the ve- 
ry next Day after the MEETING, came to me in St. Pe- 
ter's Church-Yard, and began to Upbraid me, For giving 19 
my Cauſe : Saying, He wonder d Mr. Walker aud I, ſhould 
quit the Field ſo ſoon: And that He believ'd Our Superiours 
had given u, Orders to Stave off the Diſpute, Cc. 


To Check the Inſolence of this Fe/low, and Stop the Re- 
proaches of the Party, I ſhall Print ſeveral LETTERS 
which have ſince paſs'd between us, that the World may ſee 
how both Sides have Manag'd in this Matter; and what Pro- 


poſals have been made by Mr. Walker and l, for Renewing the 
CONFERENCE. : 


LE T- 


MAKE) $ 
Name 
WAS mi- 
ſtaken for 
Athins, 


30 J 


- - 
* ® ” - wu 
* * 900 
p " . 3 1 : k | 5 \ hs. : 
1 —_— ä ** 4 Fe a 3 < : . 
* — i * NT I" a 3 
_ 
* 
- 
1 


e eee 


SIRS! | Sr. Mary Arches, Decemb. 1 3. 17505. 
WE: are earneſily deſiront tio renem our late Conference with yon, 
| which was brokex off without the-deſired Effect, by your re- 


uſing to admit of having the Arguments and Anfwers - Subſcribd 
by the Diſputants. For this end we have confider'd farther of that 
Matter; and the more we think of it, the greater Reaſon me ſee, 
for not receding from that Propoſals, and we are mnre dry 
firm*d in our Opinion of the Abſolute Neceſſity of it, y the many 
Falſe and Wieked Miſrepreſentations' which have been already 
pread abroad (by your People )) concerning what paſs'd at our 
late Meeting. > LAN 1116 Valli 3295 

We omit oumberle/s flying Reports, and ment ion tu you ſuch only 
a we are undoubtedly afſur'd of, viz. * Mr. Atkins and My. Powel 
give out, that Mr. Withars ſilenc'd Mr. Malter (and the former 
of them, we are told, is ready to ſwear it) and that having, no- 
thing to ſay for himſelf, Mr. Halter begg'd Mr. Withers his 
Fardon; and that Mr. Withers prov'd himſelf to be as much 
of the Church of England, as Mr. Walker was. It is far- 
ther added, That Mr. Agate was like a Drum, when cut in 
Pieces (as i, yon had cut us damn) he could make no ſound : 
My. Fowler told Ar. Agate (and you may be ſure gives it out for 
Current) that he believed Our Superiours had given us Orders 
to ſtave off the Diſpute; and perſiſts till in charging us with that 
villainous Deſion (mhich your own ſelves ſeem'd aſhain'd of, when 
he offer d it at the Conference, of laying a Snare for you; that 
if we were worſted in Argument, we might take our Revenge 
in Law . He further giver ont, That we quitted the Field 
(becauſe forſooth, we permitted you to ſit longeſt in yeur own Friend's 
Houſe) and adds That we gave up the Caule, Cc. 

"Tis with concern we are compelPd to ſay, That theſe Practices 
give but even too much Countenance, to that Charge which Mr. A- 
gate, in particular, laid upon the Diſſenters (and for which you 
endeavour'd to render him ſo very Monſtrous) and we leave it 40 
your ſelves, and the whole World to Judge, If it be poſſible for us 
to held a Conference, with ſuch People, with any Security to our Re- 

putations, 


N. 
put ationt, unleſs we take ſome fectual Method, of letting every 
one fee, what paſſes between us. And this we think, cannot either 
better or fairer be done, than by cbliging the Diſput ants ſeverally ev 
ſet their Names to their Arouments and Anſwers. And to this end 
we again aſſure you, That we will not hold you to the ſubſcribing 
any thing, that . render you obarexious to the Laws : Nay, it 
, 


yo ſhould haſtily ſubſcribe any thing, which afterwards you ſha! 
think unjuſt able, we will allow you a Week, or more time, to re- 
tr aft or alter it; and then be oblig d to meet you again, and proceta 
the Diſpute. But if you will not admit of this (which we think 
you can't in Honour reſuſe) then we make you this farther Propeſal, 
viz. That we will content our ſelves, if only the two Writers, and 
the Company, ſubſcribe their Names at the bottom of the Papers; 
provided that either of the Diſputants ſhall have power to demand, 
that any thing which paſſes ſhall be ſer down in Writing ;, unleſs the 
Perſon who # "of it, ſhall retrat it before the Company; and that 
ſull liberty may be granted to either Party, to ſhew the Diſpute. to 
whom they pleaſe, and to publiſh it, if they ſhall think fit. 

If you agree to this,” we propoſe to you, the ſettling among ſt our 
ſelves; wharever elſe may be previous to the Diſpute ;, that we ma) 
not again tire oitt the Company, with that hich does net concern 
them; but bete our ſelves immediately to Arguments as ſoon as 
we meet. We ſhall efteem your ſpeedy Anſwer a Favour : And 
we are in all Offices of our commo; Chriſtianity, and in thoſe of Cha- 
JJ. m ern ates 


WT ſmeerely, 


your Aſettionate, and 


Sud | Humble Ser dam, 

To Mr. Hallet and My. Withers, John Agate, 
Teachers of Seperate Congregati- John Walker. 
ons 1n Exon, Seal? ot 


! 
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Mr. Walker added a Poſtſcript to this Letter, directed in par- 
ticular to Mr, Hallet; mentioning ſome. Abuſive Reports, 


which. 


[320] 


which related more eſpecially to Himſelf : To which Mr. Hal- 
let return'd a ſpeedy Anſwer. But becauſe theſe had no direct 
Relation to the Diſpute, I ſhall not Print them at large, but 
only take Notice, That Mr. Halter in his Anſwer had this Paſ- 
lage Jam not, us I have already told you, Fond of Con- 
rroverſy; for I never expett any Good by it. It doth but occeſion 
Strifes, and Unchriſtian Heats and Reflections; and therefore, | 
muſt Confeſs, I wonld FAIN DECLINE IT. 


Upon the Receipt of this, Mr. Walker had my Conſent to 
give him this following Anſwer, 


SIR! 
WW. EN I wrote to you laſt Saturday Night, I was alone, 
and could therefore Reply to that Part only of your Letter, 
which concern'd my ſelf, I have ſince diſcoursd Mr. Agate on 
the Subjeft of it ; and as it s my Opinion, that we cannot in Reaſon 
Preſs ye any farther ts a Conference, after your Generous and 
Fair Declaration, That you would fain Decline it; ſo J have 


prevail d with him to think the ſame. Since this will eſſectually obvi- 


ate thoſe Groundleſs Calumnies (which I muſt om, much mov'd 
me) ſuggeſted by Mr. Fowler and Others; That we had Orders 
from our Superiours to Stave off the Diſpute : And that I per- 
ceiving Mr. Agate intangled in a Matter, which he could not 
Clear himſelf from, thought of a Project to bring him off, cc. 
And by the way; If you could perſwade Mr. Fowler, and the rest 
of your People, to confine themſelves to Truth and Charity, in what 
they Report or SuggeFt, it would, I believe, conduce not a little to 
Peace among us. 

If therefore what you wrote me, be Mr. Withers's Senſe of the 
Matter, as well as your own, we do no farther Preſs, or Oblige you, 
to another Conference: But if you are pleas'd to Meet us again, we 
are ready to wait upon you, on thoſe Terms we propos'd in our Joynt 
Letter. To which (if you perſiſt) we beg a ſpeedy Anſmer. I have 
Ar. Agate's Order to joyn his Service with my own, whcn I come to 


Subſcribe (as I now do), 
YOUR 


From my Houſe, December 
the 16th, 1706, Moſt Humble Servant, 


JOHN WALKER. 
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To this and to our former Letter, of Decemb. the 1 3th, Mr. 
Hallet and Mr. Withers ſent us this following Anſwer, 


SI RS 1 Exon, Decemb, UT, 19908. 
"OURS we have receiv'd, together with two Letters from Ar. 
Walker. You object to us. what bas beer [aid by ſome of 


our People. As for the Stories which yon ſay Mr. Atkey and Mr. It hen 
Powell have told, they aſſure us, That they are either falſe, or miſre- b: HH. 


preſented. As to the Story of the Drum cut in Pieces, upon From: 
nation we find more Noiſe, then Truth in it. Mr. Fowler never 
aſſerted to Adr. Agate, that your Superiours had given Orders 
to ſtave off the Diſpute. He made it indeed, he owns, Matter 
of Oueſtion : which will not warrant that hard Suggeſtion in your 
Letter; where you ſay, We may be ſure he gives it out for Cur- 
rent. We are ſatisfy'd we have much more reaſon to complain of 
ſome of your Friends, then you of Onrs, For when we were going 
unto Mr. Corniſh's Houſe, Mr. T eape declar*d openly, as we have 
it well atteſt ed by more then one Witneſs, That he thought it no 
greater a Sin, to knock us in the Head, then to kill a Dog; 
winch ſufficiently Juſtiſies our Refuſeneſs to Diſpute in the Schools, iu 
Publick Places, or in a Croud; where we had no Security from 
being Inſalted. We know not how far a Blind-Zeal, might hurry 
ſuch uncharitable and unthinking People. Aste the Diſturbance 
that is in the Town, it is eccaſion'd ly ſome of your Friends, who 
went about Vaiinting aud Tryumphing, as if you had obtained a 
mighty Victory; whereas there was not ſo much as Ons Argument 
offer d. And then no great Wonder, If Men who had any warm 
Blood in their Veins, were alittle heated, when us Miniſters. were 
reviled, and inſulted upon ſuch weak and inſufficient Grounas. 
Theughif any thing was ſaid unc haritably, or uncivilly, we dare 
wot Juſtify, but Condemmn it, | „ e 
Mr. "Agate was pleas d, 44 we are aſſur d, to roll the People fron: 
the. Pulpit, the laſt Lord's Day, that ont of the Difſenting Teach- 
ers had ſaid thas be was a Seducer. We are ſatisfy d that no ſuch 
thing was faid, by either of ws. He has alſo ſaid in our hearing, 
as well as in the heariug of. others, that we are not ſincere in what 
we do. Does he pretend to know our Hearts? He has alſo ſaid, 
that e decline ſetting our Names to our Arguments, becauſe we 
are aſham'd of our Principles. Of which the ſofteſt thing we 
Can jay is, That it is 4 grounale/s Calumny, But we readily for» 
2 give 
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give him all he has ſaid of w, and we pray God not to lay any of 
nenen 7am cd 4579 209 biopic] 
Ac to the putting a ſtop to the Talk of our Friends, it will be caſily 
done, If you can 22 your own to be ſilent. As to another 
Conference, We do not preſs or oblige you thereto, as indeed 
we never did. We had rather live in Peace, with our Neigh- 
bours, then occaſion any Hubub, and Noiſe in the City- For 
we cannot ſee what will be the advantage of any One by it. 
But if Mr. Agate thence infers, that we are aſham'd of our Cauſe, 
raid of his Arguments, and ſhall proclaim it up and down the 
Town, that we dare not look him in the Face, we diſown ſuch a de- 
lining of the Cauſe, as that would imply. If he is for Peace, he 
hail find none more ſincerely diſpos'd for it then we; We do not Chal- 
lenge him, nor confeſs our ſelves Defeated, Altho' we may not ex- 
«Hy accord in all our ſentiments with you, yet you may be afſu"d, 
that we are in all the Bonds of Chriftian Charity. 


SIRS, 
your Aﬀetionate Friends, 


and Humble Servants, 


Theſe for Mr. Agate, and Joſeph Hallet, 
Mr. Walker, in Exon. Johan Withers. 


To this Mr. Walker aud I, made the following Reply. 


Gentlemen | Exon, Dec emb. 24. 1706. 
E have recei d your Joynt Leiter (aud we ſoala ba ve been 
| glad, could we have call'd it qu Ae of December 
che 17th, in Return to ours of the 13th, aud ta & ſeparate One of 
Ar. Walker's ſome days aſter. In the former & theſe, me told 
yon, that we could net recede from our Propeſal,. of baving the Dil+ 
pute taken in Writing, preſerv'd, and ſufficiently etteſted in order 
to be ſlie wu (and Publiſh'd, if Occaſion ſhould requye) for aur I in- 
dication, and beſides the Rea/onableneſs of the thing it ſelf, me. told 
you, That the Many ſalſe Keports, which bad in the compaſi * = 

ing 
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ſmgle Day, gone up and down the Tothn, about our Conference, 
were an abundant Confirmation, how much we were in the Right, to 
inſiſt on that, as one of the Terms of our Diſpute. 

In Reply to this laſt and incidental part of our Letter, you ſpent 
almaſt the whole of yours, and tell us, how very much your ſelves 
alſo, have been miſrepreſented, (and by the way, if ſo, we cant 
but wonder that your ſelves d not be as deſirous as we are, to 
have the Conference Written, and Atteſted for your Vindication) 
but ſay not one word, whether you accept, or rejett what we Propos d 
to you, in order to bring on a Second Meeting. 

In the other Letter (which was wrote in both our Names, though 
Subſcrib'd only with Mr. Walker's) we told Mr. Hallet, that ſince 
he had himſelf freely own d, that he would feign Decline the 
Diſpute. / this was Mr. Withers's Sentiments, as well as his own, 
then we would no farther Preſs and Oblige you to it. In Retur:: 
to which,you tell us in the firſt place, that you don't Preſs and Oblige 
us which we cannot but look upon as meer Trifling, and Eluding 
the whole Matter. For we never ſaid, that you did Preſs and O- 
blige #s. And all that we deſir'dto know was, whether you did de- 
cline the Diſpute, or accept of our Propoſals == And then you add, 
that you had rather live in Peace &c. that you cannot ſee what 
will be the Advantage &c. but if Mr. Agate ſhall inter that you 
are aſham'd, or affraid Cc. Now to paſs by your uſual and ſpe- 
cious Pretences of Peace, and that we don't lee hom the Diſpising 
over our Cauſe, would be a breach of it, We muſt obſerve to you, that 
this indeed looks very like your declining of the Diſpute; but that 
you don't cara to ſpeak ont; whether it be for Shame, or Fear, e 
what other Reaſon, thoſe muſt Judge, who ſhall hear what hath al- 
ready paſs'd between us, in order to renew the Conference, and whar 
we nom farther offer to you : In which homever you have partly pre- 
vented us, by faying that you do not think it ſafe to meet in Pub- 
lick &c. for we bad deſign*d to have told you, that provided you 
wauld admit every one, that ſhould deſire to come, we would be con- 
tent to engage you (though yon are highly ſenſible your People have 
a very fruitful Invention) before ſo many publick Witneſſes; without 
having the Diſpute taken in Writing. Aud as te your Safety (though 
we can t think you: are in carneſt when yen ſecm ta doubt of it) me he- 
lieve, thas me can prevail pit h ſome of the Magiſtrates, to be pre- 
ſent ; and then me ders ſee hat wem you hadi to fear any Inſults. 
The other Propoſal we make you, is this: that provided we may be 
allow'd to bring as many of the Church People, as ſhall equal tos 

Number 
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Number of the Diſſent ers, which are to be praſeut, me will wave the 
obliging any body to Subſcribe the Copy of the Diſpute, only the 
Diſputants ſhall, if they pleaſe, have liberty to take it themſelves , 
and as many as will Voluntarily do it, ſhall be allow'd ta ſet their 
Names to it, | | 

And once more, as we have often told you that the main End we 
propeſe to our ſelves, is to have ſome ſuffbient Atteftation. of what 
paſſes, to prevent falſe and ſlanderous Reports; ſo if none of our 
Propoſals, for that purpoſe, ſhall happen to pleaſe 25 we deſire that 
you would think of ſome others your ſelves, which may but effettualiy. 
anſwer the end, and we will reſt contented with them. 

We perceive that theſe Epiſtolary Conferences, as they are fruitleſs, 
Jo they will be endleſs ;, and therefore we deſire you will put a ſtop ro 
them, ns plain, direct, and (if you pleaſe) ſpeedy Anſwer. We 

t 


beg God to dirett yon, and are in all Sincerity your moſt Humble 
Servants, 
John Agate, 
John Walker. 


This had been with you ſooner, but that Mr. Walker tarryd 
for the other Letter, which Mr. Hallet was ſo kind as to promiſe him, 
but he bath not yet ſent it. : 5 . A 


To Mr. Hallet and My. W ithers, 
Teachers of Seperate Congregati- 
ons in Exop. 


Mr. Hallers, and Mr. Wither's Anſwer. 


LI} 


. Gentlemen! Exon, Decemb. 23th 1706. 


KT OUR Joynt Letter came laft Night to our Handt; and we 
conceive, that ſeeing we appear'd at the Time and Place ap- 

pointed, and were ready to Diſpute you, upon the Term beben 
by both Parties; and Mr. Agate ſo apparently receded from the 
Agreement made by him, and One of 'us, he has no Reden te up- 
raid ws, with a declining the Conference, or being aſham'd to 
an our Principles. Pitt to wave this Matter, We Reply, 1 
| WA 
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when one of us conſented to the employing Scribes, he expected, that 
what was ſaid, ſhould have been taken down in Short-hand, and ſo 
repeated to the Company, in order to refreſh their Memories, and 
this was feaſible : Whereas we apprehended, the Method inſiſted up- 
on by you, of writing every Thing which ſhould be propos d in Word: 
at length, would have been ſo tedious and dilatory, as to render the 
1 hing impratticable, and to tire the Patience both of your Friend: 
and ours. However, ſince you inſiſt ſo much on Writing, and that 
we may not be Inſulted en that Head any more, we make you this O, 
fer : That if Mr. Agate, who is to be the Opponent, will ſend us hi, 
Arguments in Writing, to prove us guilty WA a Damning Schiſm. 
we will (God granting us Health and Strength ) wait upon him, with. 
in 7 or 8 Days, after the Receipt of em, with our Anſwers alſo is 
Writing ; and then Debate with you, the Validity both of your Ar. 
guments and our Anſwers, in the preſence of Half a Dozen of ow» 
Priends, and the like Number of yours: And this we apprehend tc 
be a fair Propoſal, and a dirett Anſwer. 

If Mr. Agate has ſuch an Opinion of his own Abilities, as to ſup- 
poſe, he can oblige the World with any New Diſcourſes, the Preſs u 
open; and his Motions (hall be attended there. Beſides, the Offer 
made you above, we coneeive, will much conduce to ſhorten the De- 
hate when we ſhall meet; and ſo we fall the leſs treſpaſs upon the Pa- 
tience of our Friends: But then we crave leave to inſiſt upon thy, 
That the Arguments you ſend us, ſhall be thoſe very Arguments whic! 
you will adhere to, when yon ſhall meet us at the Place of the Corfe- 
rence. Me pray God to direct you. Ton may be ſatisfied we are 


SIRS, 
Tour Humble Servants, | 
Theſe for Mr. John Agate, Joſeph Hallet, 
and Mr. John Walker, in John Withers. 
Exon. as 
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To this we Anſwer'd, Vis. 


_ Gentlemen ! 
F we apprehend you aright, you would have us ſend you Notice 
what Arguments we intend to make uſe of ; and promiſe, Not to 
3 any other than what we ſhall give you Warning off before- 
and, 
We cannot charge our Memories with every Particular in the 
{ audible Hiſtories of St. George for England, and the Seven 
Champions; ( becauſe it is now full Twenty Tears ſince that 
either of 1 read em) as for Don Quixot, we can be ſome- 
what more punttual : But we verily believe, that out of either 
of theſe yon cannot bring any Precedent, where any Knight of 
*em all, ever deliver'] over his Launce to his Antagoniſt, 
that the Point of it might be taken off againſt the time 
of Combat. Nor do we remember, that when any of em aſ- 


/aiPd the Enchanted Caſtles, -hat it was uſual for em to ſend 


word, in what Part, or in what Manner, they would make their At- 
racks ;, or that ever they Indented under Hand and Seal, not to 
Change and Alter their Approaches, in caſe they found it Expedient 
foto do. Such a Piece of Proweſs therefore, you ſee Exceeds not only 
Fiction it ſelf, but even the Extravagance of Frenzy. 

Gentlemen, we give you this Proof of our being really your 
Friends, that we are Concern'd and Aſham?d for you. 


From Croſſing's Coftee-Houſe John Agate. 
Exon, December 27.1706. John Walker. 


To Mr. Hallet and Mr. Withers, 
Teachers of Seperate Congregati-- 
ons in Exox, 


Theſe are the Letters which have paſſed between us fince the 


Interruption of the Conference. And becanſe it was Our chief 


Deſion to bring theſe Gentlemen to a Second Meeting, we did 
not think it neceſſary to make Replies to every Paſſage in 
their Letters, which had not a Tendency to that End: And 
therefore, I ſhall make Two or. Three. Remarks upon 'em 
now; 


C 
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now ; and conſider ſome Particulars, which they complain 
of in their Firſt Anſwer, and what they have Ofer*d to re- 
new the Conference in their Second. 


In the Hr they tell us, Ar. Teape has declar'd, he 
thought it no greater 4 Sin to knock them in the Head, than 
to kill a Dog. And this they make uſe of as a Reafon, 
why they would not venture to Diſpute in a Crowd, or in 
any Publick Place; For Fear they ſhould be Inſulted—, Wohat- 
ever Mr. Teape might ſay, I hope they need not be told, 
That Mr. Walker and Il, do Abominate ſuch an Expreſſion, 
and Deteſt the very Thoughts of ſuch a Thing! And Mr. Teape 
has aſſur'd me, He is very much miſrepreſented in what he 
ſaid But withal added, That he Condemn'd himſelf, and 
was ſorry, that he ſhould ſay ſo much of em as he did. (| 
ſhould think the PRESBYTERITAMNS in a very Hopef!' 
Caſe, if they could once be brought to Confeſs their Sins. 
and be Sorry for em.) 

But ſuppoſe this Expreſſioa had been as bad as their 
Letter repreſents it; it could be no manner of Reaſon, 
why theſe Gentlemen did refule to Diſpute in Publick ; 
becauſe, they had Reſolv'd againft it before Mr. Teape men- 
tibn'd any thing about em: This Stery was pick'd up ſince 
the Conference was broken off; and they were fo far from 
conſenting to Diſpute in a Crowd, that they would not 
venture to Diſpute before their own Friend: ; and ſure, they 
could not fear any Inſalts from them 

Beſides, I wonder how theſe Gentlemen come to object 
ſuch a Thing as this is, when they know how plentifully 
it may be Retorted upon 'em: ſhould I take Notice, and 
be Afraid, of every hard Expreſſion their Party have pro- 
nounc'd concerning me, I ſhould paſs my Time extremely 
Ill among em. One Threatens, To pull off my Gown; A 
nother Talks of Beating out my Brains : Nay, the very 
Children in the Streets have been heard to ſay, They would 
give their Play-Things to any Body that would Kill Mr. Agate. 
(And, by the way, this lets us into the Secrets of ſome 
Families; and ſhews what Diſcourſe theſe Childrens Parents 
have in Private.) 
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But farther; they complain in the ſame Letter, That 7 
{hould tell People, how one of the Diſſenting Teachers had ſaid, That 
I was a Seducer — when they are ſatisfied that no ſuch Thing was 
ſaid by either of em. Pm ſatisfy'd, and ſo are ſeveral other 
People who heard it, that they ſaid, /had Seduc'd People from 
their own Pariſh-Churches ;, and was as great a Schiſmatick 4 
chemſelves : And I think this is calling me Seducer in very plain 
Language ; for I can't ſee how *tis poſſible any Body can be a 
Seducer, it ſuch SCHISMATICKS as Themſelves are None. 

Again; I have ſaid in their own hearing, That they are not Sin- 
cere in what they do, &c, — And I am confident any One, 
that has heard and ſeen half ſo much of 'em as | have done, 
would be under a ſtrong Temptation to ſay ſo too. For tho”, 
as theſe Gentlemen rightly obſerve, ?tis a difficult Matter ro 
know Peoples Hearts; yet, when we find a great deal of Dodg- 
ing and Deceit in Peoples Actions and Diſcourſes, tis pretty 
natural to think, they have ſomething of it in another place. 

When ſuch Men as Mr. Hallet and Mr. Withers ſhall decline 
coming to a Fair Conference; and endeavour to amuſe their 
Party with what they know to be Falſe ; when they Contradict 
themſelves, Pretend one thing, and Do another almolt in the 
{ame Moment; I leave all the World to judge, if theſe be not 
Terrible Tokens of Sincerity ! | 

But, it ſecms, I may ſay what I pleaſe, theſe are Good- 
natur'd Gentlemen, ane! they readily forgive me. Well, I thank 
em for this; *tis more ] believe than every one of their Party 
nave done. But then, if they have Forgiven me, how came 
they to publiſh this PAMPHLET, and endeavour to r4//e 
rhe Mov upon we ? Why do they tell the World, That I have 
Diſgrac'd my Charatter, Profan'd my Pulpit, Inſulted my Prince, 
and Deregated from my very GOD ! If this be their way 
of Forg1ving, I deſire l may have no more ont. a 


In their Second Leiter, thele Gentlemen would feign ſeem for- 
ward to come to a Conference, but at the ſame time, as an Ar- 
zument of their Suncerity, any one may ſee they endeavour to 
decline it. That they appear d at the Time and Place appointed, is 
very True; but that they were ready to Diſpute, on the Terms con- 
jented to, by both Parties, and that I apparently receded ſrom the 
Herceent, is FALSE in Every Word. I never receded from 
Agreement in the leaſt particular. Indeed, I inſiſted upon 

Subſcribing 
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I Subſeribing their Names; and this, as I obſerv'd before, is im- 

17 ply'd by having the Debate taken down in Writing: And then 

uf they were ſo far from being ready to diſpute, on the Terms con- 

- 1 ſented to, that it coſt us a great deal of Pains and Time, be- 

71 fore we could bring em to Diſpute by way of Syllogi/m ; tho” 

2 Mr. Ha#et himſelf was the very Perſon that propos'd it. 

n And this whole Letter, with what they have ſaid in their 

a Pamphlet, plainly ſhews, If they do come to a Conference, they p 16,17 


won't ſuffer that any part of the Debate ſnall be taken down, 
i | but only our Firs Argument, and their Firit Anſwer , which 


8, differs nothing at all from an Unwritten Conference, Nay, they 
7 can't be brought to do ſo much as this, unleſs we tell em be- 
* fore-hand, what Arguments we deſign to bring againſt 'em: 
0 And hence in their Letter they make this Shameful Propoſal, 
— viz. If Mr. Agate will ſend his Arguments in Writing, to prove 
y them guilty of a DAMNING SCHISM=— 4nd will promiſe to 
by adhere to theſe very Arguments when he comes tothe Place of the 
E Conference, then in Seven or Eight Days, they will wait upon him 
ir with their Anſwers alſo in Writing ;, and debate the Validity both of 
1 the Arguments and the Anſwers, in the preſence of a competent 
e Number of Friends. 
t I dare challenge all the World, to produce Two more ſuch 
Diſputants as Mr. Walker and I have met with! Was it cver 
— | heard of, that Opponents (in a meer Verbal Diſpute) ſhould ſend 
K their Arguments to their Reſpondents, ſome Days before the 
y Conference came on, that ſo they might try if they could E- 
e dade em: And in caſe they ſnould be able to dd it, that the 
1 Opponents ſhould promiſe they will make uſe of no other ? Is it 
e poſſible, that Men of Learning and Parts ſhould inſiſt upon ſuch 
:. | a Thing ? If I take it right, tis as Extravagant a Demand in 
y its kind, as ever was known! 


And yet theſe Gentlemen call this a Fair Propoſal, and a Tur- 
ning the Tables on their Opponents — Now, if they would real- 
ly turn the Tables upon us, they ſhould take our places, and 
be Opponents themſelves, and infiſt upon haviag the Conference 
taken down in Writing, and Subſcribed, as carneſtly as we 
have done: And if they ſhould do this, I believe we ſhould 
hardly ſend to them, to know Þefore-hand what Arguments 
rey would bring; or dehre Seven or Eight Days to Conſult 
Mr. Ciling, and the bejt Maſters in the Country, what Anſwers 
to give em. 5 
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P. 17. , other places, by their DAMNING SCHISM ! 


p. 22. 


ſingle Word, or fo much as a little Comma, either added, or left 
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But what can theſe Gentlemen mean here, and in ſeveral 
It muſt 
either imply, that Schiſm is tearing Handkerchiefs in pieces, and 
no Sin; or elſe, that ſame Sins are not damning : Let 'em 


chuſe which ſide they will take, and they may expect to kear 
of me again, | 


himſelf, he never heard me Preach in his Life; and ſo he owns, 
He can't be Abſolutely Poſitive as to every Numerical Word of his 
Charge; and this, I muſt tell him, is a moſt Unlucky Flaw in 
his Evidence; and ſhould be enough to keep him trom being 
very Confident in his Accuſation: For he very well knows, a 


P 
Thus I have Examind all the Particulars which have any , 
Relation to the Conference, The next Thing I ſhall rake No- el 
tice of, 15 Two or Three Stories, which our Author has rak'd K 
together to Villify me, and prove that I am 4 very Scandalous 4 
Preacher; tor after his many Pretences to Charity and Forgiveneſs, 7 
he can't forbear letting all the World ſee, that his main Buſi- 7 
nels is Revenge and Defamation, And hence, to weaken my t 
Credibility, as he terms it, (7. e. that my Congregation may 7 
never believe what I ſay to 'em for the future) he tells em, 
That 7am a Church-Mountebank! And charges me with Vitering , 
oft Abominable Falſhoods in the Pulpit ! | | 
Before I come to Aalwer theſe Charges, I muſt beg leave to | 
put in a Word or two againſt our Author's Evidence. As for | 
| 


out of a Sentence, may give a ſtrange Turn to a Man's Mcan- 
ing. 

Beſides, to underſtand the true Import and Senſe of ſome 
Expreſſions, a Man ought to be acquainted with what has gone 
before, and what comes after, and the very Manner and Tone 
of the Delivery; or elſe he will be apt to make ſad Work ot 
Sermons, and indeed of the mot Sacred Writings : And I be- 
lieve, by the ſame Method, that Mr. Withers proves that 1 
have ſpoken ſomething like Treaſon, and Blaſphemy, he may be 
able to prove, from the BIBLE it ſelf, that — There is no God ! 
"Tis but concealing the Context, and hiding away the Fol that 
faid fo, and the Thing is done. 

But further, conſidering from whom Mr. Withers takes bis 
Iaformation, A PARTY that is ready to ſay Mr. Agate has 
Preach'd Treaſon, before I have ſpoke a Word, I preſume he 

can 
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can hardly be poſitive 4s to every Numerical Sentence; as may ap- 
pear by the following Inſtance, viz. About Two Years ago. 
the Diſſenters fell upon me in the Open Street, and told me, I 
ſhould give em Satisfattion for ſomething I had ſaid that Day in the 
Pulpit, or elſe After I had a little ſhaken off Surprize, ! 
delired to know what I had ſaid, which was ſo Offenſive to 
em? To which One of 'em anſwer'd, That I had Revil'd em 


that Day in my Sermon, and ſaid ſuch and ſuch Things of m 


But another Oppos'd him preſently, and declar'd it was Se 
and So. Anda Third ſtep'd forth, and ſaid, I, it was not in 
the ſame Words, he was ſure "twas ſomething like it —— Adding, 
That I had beſt take Care how I Preach d ſuch a Sermon again upon 
the 3oth of January; for ſince there was an Af of Indemnity paſt, 
that Day's Work onght to be trump'd up no more. | 
Again; Unleſs Mr. Withers would come and hear me him- 
ſelf, I think he ought not to be very Poſitive in any Thing, he 
lays, about my Preaching. For his Spies are ſometimes ſo lia- 
ble to Miſtake my Sermens, that I wonder how they do to re- 
member my Text. Laſt Chriſtmas-Day, Mr. Powell, and ano- 
ther of the Party, came to Church, (to fay their Prayers, you 
may ſuppoſe, and mind the Preacher) but One of em, being a 


little Overcharg*d with Liquor, Diſcover'd himſelf moſt 


Shamefully before the Congregation; Spew'd about the Church; 
and ſo Bedaub'd a. poor Fellow's Holy-Day Cloaths, that it 


it, this SOBER Diſſenter had been under Proſecution. 


Theſe Things being Premiſed, I come now to Confider 


what this Gentleman has Ciarg d upon me. 


(1.) Preaching ſome Months ſince, upon the Queen's Acceſſion to 
the Throne, Mr. Agate aſſerted, viz. That the Scene was ſo laid, 
that if the late King William had not Dy'd when he did, the Prin- 
ceh maſt. A. MOST MALICIOUS CALUMNTY! And ILM. 
PUDENT FALSHOOD ! as any Man may be ſatiified, who will 


but conſult the Reſolutions of the Horſe of Lords, May the 5th, 
1702. | 


The Sermon our Author ſpeaks of, was Preach'd about TW] 0 


Years ago; and that he knew when he wrote this: But be- 
cauſe this would have been too foreign and remote for his Pur- 


poſe, and he was Aſham'd to let People know, how far back 
| he. 


Mr. Agate, as Fiery and Zealous as he is, had not prevented 
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he was forc'd to go for a Calumny, he deals as Sincerely as he 
v5d todo, and calls it A few Months ſince. 2 

The Words as 1 ſpoke 'em (and as a Cloud of Witneſſes are rea- 
ay to atteſt) ran thus, viz. Nay, /ome have even dard to ſay 
there were ſuch Deſigns carrying on, that if the late King had not 
ay d, and gone off as he did, the Princeſs had —- And this is 1o 
far from being a Afalicious Calumny, and Impudent Falſhood of 
Mine, that the very Reſolution of the Houſe of Lords about 
it, which this Gemleman quotes, ſhews it was a Common Di- 
courſe at that Time; And was not Dr. Drake (a) Examin'd 
tor ſaying ſome ſuch Thing? Did not the City of Norwich (b) 
in their Addreſſes to the Queen, Congratulate Her Majeſty's 
noſe Happy Acceſſion to the Throne: Notwithſtanding all the Ma- 
lets Deſigns and Contrivances, us'd to Defeat Her of Her Un- 
aonbted Right? And was there not a Pamphlet Publiſh'd at that 
very Juncture, which laid it down for a Maxim, viz. (c) That 
all Freeborn People have ſet aſide the Children of Tyrants, for Rea- 
ons of Eternal and Univerſal Force, &c.? And don't all this, 
and a great deal more, which I can produce (4), make it very 
plain, That ſuch Things were Talkt of at that time? But then 
my very Expreſſion, viz. And ſome have even dar d to Say ſo, 
maniteſtly ſhews, I did not make it my own Senſe, but rather 
implies my Diſlike of it. 


But (2.) Iam charg'd for telling the People from the very Pul- 
pit, That the Diſſent ing Teachers take as much Pains to DAMN 
Mens Souls, as Jeſus Chrift did to SAVE em. An Expreſſion ſo 
Derogatory from the Honour of our Saviour ;, ſo Inconſiſtent with all 
the Rules of Chriſtian Charity; that we are willing rather to impute 
it to a Haſty and Inconfiderate Zeal, than to a Premeditated Ma- 


lices | 


I am alittle Surpriz'd, to find this Story in Print; and was 
I enclin'd to uſe my Adyerſary ſeverely on any Occaſion, 1 
ſhou 


(a) Annals of Q. Anne, A. D. 17e2, pag. 35. 

(b) Gazette April the 30th 1702. | 

c. Reaſons tor Addreſſing His Majeſty, Cc. pag. 15. 

(4) He that wilt ſee more of the Dekogns af the Party at that time, let him 
read the latter Part of The Hf ſtt ipt. | { 
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mould hardly ſpare him on this. At the Conference, when 
Mr. Withers told this Story, to Prejudice the Company, and 
raiſe their Indignation againſt me, I took a more than Ordina- 
ry Care to ſet him at Rights about it, and ſhew'd him how my 
Words were miſrepreſented, and that the very S, and Ap- 
plication of em was entirely Miſtaken. 

But, ſce again this Author's Sincerity ; To Blacken, and make 
me Odious, he has told this Story to all the World! Repears ir 
in Print, with all the Circumſtances of Aggravation ! And ne- 
ver takes the leaſt Notice of what I ſaid, to Satisfy him, and 
the Company, how much I was Abus d. 

The Words, as they arè do be ſeen in my Sermon, are theſe, 
VIZ. —— Sch People ſeem to Contend with our Bleſſed Saviour. 
who ſhail take moſt Pains, they to DAMN Peoples Souls, or He to 
SAVE em. The Occaſion of the Diſcourſe, was taken from 
Mr. Collier's View of the Propbaneneſs of the Engliſh Stage. 
Twas drawn up in tke Hauſe of my Honour'd Friend Mr. Ele/- 
don, a Twelve-month before I came to Exeter. I have Preach'd 
it in Three ſeveral Churches, and never heard before, that I 
Diſgrac'd my Charatter, or Prophan'd my Pulpit by it. 
Indeed, towards the Lavter End of the Sermon, the Diſſent - 
ing Teachers are brought in, and ſome of their Prattices Ex- 
pos d; but 2h Reflection is at a Conſiderable Diſtance before, 
and was wholly Levell'd at Poets and Players — And if a Man 
can't talk of a Stage-Player, or a Mouutebant, but the PARTY 
muſt think preſently of their own Teachers, who can help it? 


If any One has found a Foo!'s Cap, and it Fits him, I ſhan't 


baulk his Humour; it he pleaſe, he may put it on. 


(3. Mr. Azate has told the People, That the Presbyterians 
have brought the Sacrament into Diſuſe and Contempt; and that 
for Twelve Years together, in Cromwel's Time, "twas not Ad- 
miniftred in the City of Oxford! He might as well have ſaid, 
that the Sun did not ſhine, nor the Sea ebb and flow : For there 
be two Reverend Perſons, now in this City, Mr. George Troſſe, 
and Mr. John Knight, who were both Students of that Uni- 
verſity, and received the Sacrament many times there, during 
Oliver's Vſarpation. 


+ That the PRESBYTERTANS had at that time brought 
the Holy Sacrament into Diſuſe and Contempt, is as plain as 


('s that 


Wo 


pag. 17. 
d Edit. 
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that the Sun ſhines, or that the Sea ebbs and flews : But that 
it was not Adminiſtred in all the Univerſity of Oxford, 
for Twelve Years together, during the late Rebellion, I muſt 
acknowledge, is a Miſtake ; upon farther Enquiry, I find it 
was Adminiſtred pr:vately, ſometimes in Exeter-Colledge: And 
a Gentleman of Credit, has told me this Remarkable Story 
about it, (which he had trom a late Dignitary of this Church, 
who was Reſident at that time in Fxeter-Colledge) viz. It be- 
ing a Cuſtom in thoſe Days, to Examine People very ſtrictly 
before they were admitted to the Lord's-Supper, A Certain 
Perſon, who was employ'd for an Examiner, us'd, as *twas 
currently Reported, to commit SODOMY with 'em! when 
they came on that Occaſion. If thoſe two Reverend Perſons, our 
Author ſpeaks of, were of Exerer-Colledge, 'tis poſſible they 
may tell us more of the Matter. | 

But to Clear my ſelf in this Point— What J ſaid about 
Omitting the Sacrament at Oxford, was taken from The Wolf 
ſtript, where I find theſe Words, viz. Te well known, what 4 
ſlight Eſteem the Diſſenters have of the SACRAMENTS : They 
were wearing of em ont of Doors, by almoſ# a total Neglect of em, 
whilſt they bad the Government.  Inſomnch, that even at Oxford, 
the Sacrament was not ONCE adminiſtred, in the whole Univerſity, 
from the time that Fpiſcepacy was thrown out, in the Tear 1648, ro 
the Reſtoration 1660. And Dr. Durell (a) has ſomething almoſt 
to the ſame purpoſe, viz. Academi am Oxonienſem nntam cele- 
braſſe ſacram Synaxm, per annos duodecem & quod excurrit. (i. e.) 
The Univerfity of Oæferd, did not Adminiſter the Holy Sacra- 
nent, for Twelve Years together, and more. And for cke 
Confirmation of this, the Doctor produces a Certificate under 
the Hand of Richard Heart, who was Clerk at St. Mary's 
Church ia Oxfordat that time, to this effect, viz. There was 
no Sacrament adminiſtred by the Univerſity in St. Mary's Church, 
rom the time that the 2 Tas viſited in 1648, to the Reſto- 
ration in 1660 ; Nay he deſcends to ſome particular Colledges, 
and ſhews the Sacrament was not adminiftred in Chrif-Church 


&) for Twelve Years; Witneſles, Thomas Lockey, and Richard 


Hafbvourn. Nor in Jeſus Coltedge, for Twelve Years, and more; 
Wit- 


it. — = — 
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a Vindiciz Eccleſiæ Anglicaræ. Pag. 30, 
4% VIA. Antiquitates Oxonienſes,. 
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Witneſſes, Thomas Ellis, Benjamin Barrey, &c. Nor in Al. 
Souls, New-Colledge and Others, as long as the Presbyterian- 
had the Government in their Hands — And all this, I hope, 
is ſufficient to ſhew, that I am-guilty neither of Calymny or 
Falſhaod : If my Authors have wrong'd the Difſenters, they muſt 
anſwer for it, I havedone them Juſtice, and quoted em Right 
to a Title, | 

But, becauſe this Charge at Oxford does not hold true 1: 
every Particular, I'll promiſe Mr. Withers ſhall be no Looſer by 
it; I will make it up to him another way. And not to defer 
his Satisfaction; Dr. Patrick (a) informs us, That in the late 
diſtratted Times, the Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper, was laid 
aſide in many Pariſhes in this Kingdom, for near Twenty Tears — — 
And this, he ſays, in ſome Ages of the Church, world have been 
mterpreted domn- right APOSTACY from Chriſt, and a Renuncia- 
tion of the Chriſtian Faith. Dr. Tillotſon tells us (b), in the ſame 


Rebellious Times, this ſolemn Part of Religion, was almoſt quite 


forgotten; the Remembrance of Chriſt's Death was even loſt among 
Chriſtians — ſo that many Congregations in England, mph: 
juſtly rake up the Complaint of the Weman at our Sav1our"s Sepul- 
cher . They have taken away our Lord, and we know not where. they 
have laid him. Nay, Mr. Baxter himſelf, to his Eternal Shame ' 
has told us (c), That he did not adminiſter the Sacrament ot 
the Lord's-Supper, no, nor that of Baptiſm neither, for 18 or 20 
Years together! But to come Home to this very County 
The Lord"s-Supper was not adminiſtred at Okehampron, from the 
Year 1643, till 1651; Nor in moſt of the adjacent Pariſhes, 
particularly Exbourn and Jacobſtow. There is a Complaint alſo 
in the Pariſh of Litile Hempſtor, That the Sacrament was not 
adminiſtred there from the Year 1651, till 1662 : Two Years 
of which time, Mr. John Knight, one of the Reverend Perſons 
our Author ſpeaks of, ſery'd the Place. And, By the By, if 


the other Reverend Perſon would inſert his Name once more in Mr, P. 1x. 


Withers bis Papers, and tell us, kow often he adminiſtred the 
Sacrament, whilſt he was in the Miniſtry, before the Reſtora- 
tion, I ſhould take it as a Favour. To proceed; the Sacra- 

/ G 2 ment 
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(a) Treatiſe of Frequent Communion, Pag. 1. 
(% Perſualive to Frequent Communion, 


(-/ Anſwer co the Bp. of Horceſkgr, Pag. 62 and $6, 
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ment was not admiuiſtred at Auleſcomb, at Upton-Pynes, or at 
Inwardlcigh, during the whole time the Presbyterian Miniſters 
ferv'd thoſe Places. At Bratton Fleming, the Lord's-Supper was 
but ONCE adminiſtred, in the ſpace of Fourteen Years. The 
fame is likewiſe ſaid of Loddeſwell, during the whole Confuſion : 
And, upon Enquiry, I can't find that it was adminiſhed at all 
at Churchſtow, nor at D:5/erd, from the Year 1651, to 1660. 
One Pearſe was then the Uſurping Minifter there; and being 
ask d, Why he did not adminiſter the Lord's-Supper ? He an- 
ſwer'd, Before he would adminiſter that Sacrament, his Fingers 


ſhould drop off from his Hands ! 


If all this won't fatisfy Mr. Withers, that the Presbyterians 
had brought the Lerd's-Spper into Diſuſe and Contempt, 1 
have a great deal more at his Service; and, if need be, will 
ſnew him, how this Sacrament was laid aſide, not only in Exg- 
land, but in Scotland and Ireland too, as long as the Diſſenters 
had the Upperhand. Nay, in Scotland, ſince the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Presbytery, the Sacrament was not adminiſtred at the 
Old Town of Aberdeen for many Years; and becauſe an Epiſco- 
pal Miniſter offer'd to give it his Congregation there, he was Ba- 
niſh'd ont of the Nation. 85 


But (4.) our Author Charges me with ſaying, That the 
Scots let cat the Fifth Petition, when they recited the reſt of 
the Lord's- Prayer; becauſe they could not find in their Hearts 
ro Forgive their Epiſcopal Brethren »=—— And this, he ſays, is 
4 Malicious Suggeſtion, and in all probability a Falſe Story. 


It Mr. Withers will pleaſe to conſult Mr. Weſley (a), he may 
nnd, there is a certain Friend of his, who has publickly objected 
againſt the Fifth Petition in the Lord's-Prayer ;, and that, there 
was 4 Form of the Scotch Lord's-Prayer actually Printed at Lon- 
don, where the Latter Part of this Petition, viz. — 4s we for- 
ive them that Treſpaſs againſt us, was left out: And this was 
my Authority for what I ſaid of it. So that, in all probability, 
te Story i Tre; and Im ſure, the Saggeftion was not Mar 
(1010349, t | 


What 


\ 


Tk 


**>'-nce of a Letter concerning the Education of Diſſenters, p. 12. 
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What Reaſon there was for leaving out this part of the Pe- 
tition, I can't tell; I never alledg'd it was, becauſe they could 
not find in their Hearts, to Forgive their Epiſcopal Brethren 
however, ſince our Author has put this Reaſon into my Mouth, 
I ſhan't Diſpute about it; for ought I know it may be the right 
ore. 

Mr. Weſley, who had his Education among 'em, tells ns. 
(a) as long as be liv'd with 'em, he was poſleſs'd with ſuch 
a Revengeful, Implacable Temper, that he could hardly - 
give any Boah, it he only thought they had Injur'd him. But 
ſince he has Left em, and came over to the Church, he 
has found a wonderful Alteration in himſelf ; ow, it ſeems, 
he can ſay the Lord's-Prayer without 5skipping, and takes a 
great pleaſure, not only in Forgiving, but even in obliging his 
bis very Enemies. 

But why ſhould Mr. Withers Quarrel with me, about ſuch 
finall Matters, becauſe I talk'd of leaving out 4 piece of the 
Lord s- Prayer? He is ſenſible, I might have ſaid a great deal 
worſe ; and told People, and very truely too, how the Di- 
fenters here in England, had brought the whole of it into 
Neglect, and ſhew'd as little Regard to the Lord":-Prayer, 
as* they did to the Zord's-Supper, Dr. Durell (b) ſpeaks ot 
a Conſciencious Vice-Chancellour (c) at Oxford, in the late 
Times, Cujn, Aures Orationem Dominicam ferre non poterant, 
Cc. who could not endure to hear the Lord's-Prayer re- 
peated! And the Learned Mr. Long tells: us (d), the Di- 
ſenteys, during the Rebellion, did generally omit it, excludin 
thoſe from the Number of Faithful and Chriſtian Diſciples, who 
ud it. Nay, he ſays, the Diſuſe was improv'd to ſuch 4 
Conte mpt of it, that they, whoſe Duty it was to bleſs God for 
it, degenerated ſo far from Chriſtianity, as to thank God, they 
had forgotten it, and abhor'd teaching of it to their Children ; 


and, what is enough to make us all tremble, have QuaR*d at 
the Repetition of it 


Ii 
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(a) Defence, &c, pag. 59. 
(b) Vindiciz Eccleſiæ, &c, pag. 23. 


(e) Dr. Owen, who us d to rije up, and put on his Hat, upon hearing he 
Lerd's- Prayer. Athenæ Oxonienſes, Vol. 2 


WW. pag. $57 
(d) Exercitation concerning the frequent Uk of the Lord's Pr ayer, 


Pag. 18. 
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if I thought Mr. Withers did not know of it, I could tell 
nim, how the Diſſenters have Alter'd and Corrapted the very 
Bible it ſelf, to ſerve their Cauſe, (particularly As the 
Sixth and the Third) Nay, they have abandon'd the A. 
poſtles Creed, and the Ten, Commandments; Inſomuch , 
that when it came to the Jute, Whether they ſhould uſe 
the Creed and the Commandments in their Directory, (4. e. 
in their Publick Worſhip) It was carry'd in the Negative; 
they would have nothing te do (a) with em; but tore em 
out of ſeveral Churches; and ſhort at em; as may be ſeen 
in St. Peter's Church, at this very Day — But what need 
 infiſt upon their Neglect and Abuſe of ſome Holy Things, 
when their Brethen in Scotland, by a late Inſtance, ſeem to 
have caſt the utmoſt Contempt upon every Thing that is 
SACRED! As if they had taken a SOLEMN League and 
Covenant, to Extirpate CHRISTIANITY, and Outrage all 
RELIGION! 'Tis no longer ago than March the 15th 
1704 (b), that theſe PURITANS, under a Pretence of de- 
ſtroy ing Popery, got together at Edinburgh, and dreſs'd up 
the Common Hangman and his Man, in the Habits of Cler- 
gymen, with Crucifixes on their Foreheads; and the Town 
Officers took the Effigies of our Bleſſed SAVIOUR, aad 
ſtuck an Halbert into the Side of it; and then, it being 
Market-Day, they went in PROCESSION to the Croſs, in 
the View of all the People; and having prepar'd a Fire, 
they burnt the Garments of the Prieſts! the Crucifixes! the 
Conſecrated Bread! the Bible ! and the Effigies of our Dear 
SAVIOUR himſelf, by the Hands of the Common Hangman! 
Tantum RELIGIO poterat ſuadere Malorum See! See 
the Effects of Fanatical Reformation! Some Heathens would 
have Trembled at ſuch a Thing; nay, had any Aahomet an 
gone the ſame at Conſtantinople, he muſt ſurely have Dy'd 
or't, 


Again (5.) Mr. Agate has boldly aſſerted, That the Baptiſm of 
Preibyterian Minifters is Iuvalid; by which, too many of his Cre- 
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el! aulous Hearer: have been betray'd into an Opinion, equally falle and 
| mncharitable, that Perſons thus Baptiz'd are no Chriſtians, 


Our Author has told us in his Paſtſcript, That he cat t be ab- 
b folutely poſitive, in what he ſays, as to every Numerical Word ; 
| and fo I don't wonder, how he comes to talk here ot Bain, 


* inſtead of Ordination. My Aſſertion is, That the Ordination 0; 
5 our Engliſh Diſſenters, is Invalid; and conſequently, they have 
_ no more Commiſſton to Baptize, Preach, and Adminiſter Sacraments, 
1 than any common Tradeſman in the Town ;, and that thoſe Children 
be 4 which are Baptir d by them, are NO MORE Chriſtians, than they 
wa would have been, if they had been Baptiz d by their own Parents, or 
Ma any of the Laity. ; 
ie And for the Truth of this, I dare appcal to the Teſtimony 
14 of the Catholick Church, for Fourteen or Fifteen Hundred Years 
all together; as well as to the Concurring Judgment of our owy , 
th which have conſtantly taught, That they, who have not Epifeopal 
ay Ordination, where it may be had, are not Validly Ordain'd. Up- 
0 on this Account it was, that (4) all the Ordinations of Colut hau, 
«4 a Presbyter in the Primitive Church, were reſcinded by the 
* Synod of Alexandria, And the Church Hiſtorian (b) ſays of 
; 4 Wichyr as, who was Ordain'd by Colut bau, that he was, Nunquan 
x Sacris Initiatus : Nay, the Second Council 4 Sevil (c), Depos'd 
iS two Deacons, and a Presbyter, only becauſe the Biſhop, who gave 
'em Orders, by reaſon of his Sore Eyes, not being able to 
—— Read, caus'd one of his Presbyters, that ſtood by him, to pro- 
7 nounce the Words of Ordination. And had Presbyterian Or di- 
11 nation been Valid, in the Senſe of our Church, why, upon the 
5 Reftoration, did She Decree, the Re-ordination of thoſe, who had 
d no other Title to the ALT AR, but the Impoſition of Mere Pres- 
byters Hands ? But not to multiply Quotations, I chal- 
3 lenge this Author to ſhew me, where Presbyterian Ordination 
has ever been efteem'd Valid, for the firſt Fifteen Hundred Years 
after Chriſt, unleſs it was in Caſes of Inconquerable Neceſſity, 
f and where Biſhops could not be had. 
4 
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(a) Apud Athanaſ. Apolog. 2. contra Arrian. 
(6) Socrates, Lib. 1. C. 20. Lat. 
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if I thought Mr. Withers did not know of it, I could tell 


lim, how the Diſſenters have Alter'd and Corrapted the very 


Bible it ſelf, 19 ſerve their Cauſe, (particularly As the 
Sixth and the Third) Nay, they have abandon'd the A. 
poſtles Creed, and the Ten, Commandments; Inſomuch, 
that when it came to the Yote, Whether they ſhould uſe 
the Creed and the Commandments in their Direttory, (i. e. 
in their Publick Worſhip) It was carry'd in the Negative; 
tney would have nothing re do (a) with 'em; but tore 'em 
out of ſeveral Churches; and ſhor at em; as may be ſeen 
in St. Peter's Church, at this very Day — But what need 
iaſiſt upon their Neglect and Abuſe of ſome Holy Things, 
when their Brethen in Scotland, by a late Inſtance, ſeem to 
have caſt the utmoſt Contempt upon every Thing that is 
SACRED! As if they had taken a SOLEMN League and 
Covenant, to Extirpate CHRISTIANITY, and Outrage all 
RELIGION! "Tis no longer ago than March the 15th 
170.4 (b), that theſe PURITANS, under a Pretence of de- 
ſkroying Popery, got together at Edinburgh, and dreſs'd up 
the Common Hangman and his Man, in the Habits of Cler- 
gymen, with Crucifixes on their Foreheads; and the Town 


Officers took the Effigies ot our Bleſſed SAVIOUR, and 


ſtuck an Halbert into the Side of it; and then, it being 
Market-Day, they went in PROCESSION to the Cros, in 
the View of all the People; and having prepar'd a Fire, 
they burnt the Garments of the Prieſts! the Crucifixes! the 
Conſecrated Bread! the Bible! and the Effigies of our Dear 
SAVIOUR himſelf, by the Hands of the Common Hangman! 
Tantum RELIGIO poterat ſuadere Malorum See! See 
the Effects of Fanatical Reformation! Some Heathens would 
have Trembled at ſuch a Thing; nay, had any AMahomet an 
ns the ſame at Conſtantinople, he muſt ſurely have Dy'd 
or't. | 


Again (5.) Mr. Agate has boldly aſſerted, That the Baptiſm of 
Prebyterian Minifters is Iavalid; by which, too many of his Cre- 


„ ts. DM. 3 — 


fa) JordU.rendin's Hit. 2 Vol. pag. & G en 
, Calland'ra, Num. ad, pag. 89, Oc. 3 
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en VUlous Hrarers have been betray'd into an Opinion, equally {ale and 
uncharitable, that Perſons thus Bapt ix d are no Chriſtians, 


'ry 

4 Our Author has told us in his Poſtſcript, That he cat t be av- 

ſolutely poſitive, in what he ſays, as to every Numerical Word ; 
. | 


Fr and fo I don't wonder, how he comes to talk here ot Bap, 
inſtead of Ordination. My Aſſertion is, That the Ordination 0; 


* our Engliſh Diſſenters, is Invalid; and conſequently, they have 
_ no more Commiſſion to Baptize, Preach, and Adminiſter Sacraments, 
3 than any common Trakeſtnan in the Town ;, and that thoſe Children 
d which are Baptiz'd by them, are NO MORE Chriſtians, than they 
-_- would have been, if they had been Baptix d by their own Parents, cr 
#4 any of the Laity. 

ie And for the Truth of this, I dare appeal to the Teſtimony 
- 3& BY of the Catholick Church, for Fourteen or Fifteen Hundred Years 
1 together, as well as to the Concurring Judgment of our -i; 
C1 which have conſtantly taught, That they, who have not Epiferpal 
ay Ordination, where it may be had, are not Validly Ordain' d. Up- 
| on this Account it was, that (4) all the Ordinations of Colut hau, 
A a Presbyter in the Primitive Church, were reſcinded by the 
* Synod of Alexandria. And the Church Hiſtorian G) lays of 
* Jichyr a, who was Ordain'd by Colut hun, that he was, Nunquan, 
| Sacris Iutiatus : Nay, the Second Council 4 Sevil (c), Depos'd 
two Deacons, and a Presbyter, only becauſe the Biſhop, who gave 
ö em Orders, by reaſon of his Sore Eyes, not being able to 
- Read, caus'd one of his Presbyters, that ſtood by him, to pro- 


nounce the Words of Ordination. And had Presbyterian Oi ai- 
1 nation been Valid, in the Senſe of our Church, why, upon the 
Reftoration, did She Decree, the Re-ordination of thoſe, who had 
no other Title to the ALT AR, but the Impoſition of Mere Pres- 
byters Hands? — But not to multiply Quotations, I chal- 
4 lenge this Author to ſhew me, where Presbyterian Ordination 
has ever been efteem'd Valid, for the firſt Fifteen Hundred Years 
after Chriſt, unleſs it was in Caſes of Inconquerable Neceſſity, 

f | and where Biſhops could not be had. 


„ — —_ * 
— 8 —_— 


(a) Apud Athanaſ. Apolog. 2. contra Arrian. 
(6b) Socrates, Lib. 1. C. 20. Lat. 
(e) Conc, Hiſp, 2. Lib. 5. C. 14 
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But then, as for that Bapriſm which is adminiſtred by our 


Difſenters, or by the Layety, whether it be Null and Void, is 
another Queſtion. Moſt Divines of the Church of England, 


id. Fc particularly the Judicious Hooker, are of Opinion, that it is 


cle. : P ol G 
Lib. 5. 
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not; In Things of this Nature, they believe, Cuod fieri non 
acorit, factum valet; the Actions may be Valid as to their Sub- 
ſtance, tho' Uncanonical as to their Performance. And hence 
our Church don't think fit to Reiterate Bapriſm, when *tis gi- 
ven by a Layman, or by a Midwiſe; no more than ſhe did, to 
Re-marry thoſe, who in the Days of Rebellion were marry'd by 
frftices of the Peace. | 
However, though the Baptiſin be Allow'd of, when 'tis per- 
form'd, they that Adminiſter it without Epiſcopal Ordinaton, 
nave always been reckon d UVſurpers of the Ainiſtry; and what 
they have to Anſwer for it, I can't determine: As the Novati- 
ans did the Lapſi, I leave *em to the Sentence of the Laſt Day. 


Theſe are All the Charges our Author has brought againſt 
me, to ſhew that I have D:ſgrac'd my Charatter, and Prophan'd 
my Palpit : And if I be not very much miſtaken, the Ffett will 
prove quite contrary to his Peſan. What he has alledg'd to 
weaken my Credibility, will mightily Strengthen and Recommend 
it: And all People muſt think, I have hitherto been a very Hu- 
offenſrve Man, ſince Mr. Withers himſelf, who is ſuppos'd to Say 
the Mort he can of me, has been able to Say No More. 


But before I am diſmiſs'd, he defires, when my Raving Fit is 4 
little over, and a Lucid Interval returns, that I will oblige the Worla 
with the Reſolution of a few Queries — 


The World, I believe, would be more Oblig'd, if I ſhould pals 
over the reſt of his npertinence, and trouble Them, nor my 
Self, any farther about Hm. Beſides, theſe Queries are quite 
foreign to the Conference, and ſtand altogether upon a wrong 
Foundation ; and unteſs our Author had a mind to Expoſe his 
gnorance, and give us a Specimen or two more of his Sin 
cerity; or Raiſe the Mob, if not the Laws, upon me; I can't 
imagine, why he has Propos'd em. But to ſhew how Ready I 
am to attend him, and becauſe ſome People have given out, 
That they are very Cunning Things, and agreat many Heads were 


{aid together in drawing of em up, | (hall venture to make a few 
K«fc(1;0n5 upon 'em. I. Spe 
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13 
= I. Suppoſing the Baptiſm of Presbyterian Miniſters to be Ju- Pag. 18. 
a, valid, tis demanded, What manner of Church, the Church of 
1s England was, in the time of King William, ſince upon this Prin- 
3 ciple, for 13 Tears together, its very HEAD was no Chri- 
J- tian ? 
» 
i- Our Author, I preſume, is not certain, whether the Pres- 
0 byterian Miniſter, that Baptiz'd King Milliam, had Epiſcopal 
7 Ordination, or no; but if he had not, the Baptin, as J ob- 
| ſerv'd juſt now, is thought to be Valid, though it be perform'd 
— by a Layman : So that the late King William was undoubtedly 4 
n, Chriſtian —» And methinks, this Gentleman need not infi- 
It nuate here, and raiſe an Odium upon His 21ajeſty's Memory, a5 
t= if He was no Chriltian ſince, if Common Report be true, 
He ſolemnly declar*d to the Arch-Biſhop, That He dy'd A (i- 
ftian : And 'tis certainly the greateſt Piece of Uncharitable- 
3 ne ſe, not to believe a Dying Man. 
But if, for Arguments ſake, I muſt be arag d by this Au- 
"Wi thor, to make that ODIOUS Suppoſition, That King William 
0 w45 no more 4 Chriſtian, than the Jew which He Mughted; yet 
d this would make no Eſſential Alteration in the Church of England. 
12 Fhe Headſbip of the Prince, is altogether Extraeſſential, and 
1 Accidental to the Church; as is demonſtrable, for that there 
were Chriftian Churches in the World, long before there were 
any Chriſtian Princes: Nay, this very Headſhip of Our Princes 
2 was not Eſtabliſh'd till the 25thof Hen. the 8th: And in Hel- 
4 land, and other Repr'blicks, the Churches have no ſuch Head. 
yet; And will this Gentleman ſay, for that Reaſon, they are no 
Churches? *Tis certain, the Being of a Church don't depend 
1 on the Religion, or any other Perſonal Qualifications, of a 
y Prince, any more, than the Validity of Sacraments, &c. does 
" on the Perſonal Qualities of a Prieſt (a). 
1 But to manifeſt the groſs Ignorance of this Gentleman : Sup- 
is pole the King of England ſhould be a Papiſt; would this Unpro- 
1— teſtant the Church of England? I don't remember, any ſuch Ob- 
t jections were made in Ring James's Days—— But probably 
[ H the 
E 92 i 
"Pe | a 
* (2) See Article 26th, which our Author himſelf kas ſubſcrib'd. 
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che Reaſon was, Becauſe this might have affected the True- 


See be- Blue Proteſtants : For they were much nearer United to King 
fore Þ.18 Famer, than ever they have been ſince to his DAUGHTER, 


The Toleration he gave em, was by his own ſole, Diſpenſing Pow - 
er; for which they Hadres him almoſt to Blaſphemy ! And 
pray, what fort of Proteſtants were theſe, when they were V- 
mted to a Babyloniſh Prince ? 

But to make a more Grateful Suppoſition : What if the Prince 
ſhould go to a Corventicle, would this make all the Church-men 
Presbyterians, &c. ? Or, to go One Step further; What if 
3 Biſhop, whoſe Headfhip over the Clergy, and other Chriſtians 
of his D/oceſs, is of a more Spiritual and Eſſential Nature, than 
any which our Laws give to our Princes; what, I ſay, if ſuch 
an One ſhould be an Apoſtate in his Reart ? Or what if that 
ba/c Report had been a Truth, That the late Arch-Biſhop was an 
Unbaptiz'd Socinian ? I hope this would not have, nchy;- 
ſtiamd the whole Dioceſ of Canterbury; much leſs the whole 
Province? LEO the Tenth was certainly an Atheiit ! And did 
this Urchriſtian the whole Fpiſcopal SEE of Rome, and make all 
the reſt of the World Atheiſts, who. acknowledg'd his Head- 
ſhip ? E | 

Or again; What if a Proteſtant Biſhop ſhould be an Occaſiong! 
"onformiſt at Reme ;, would this afict the People of his Dio- 
ce/s ? Or, ſuppoſing that Malicious Calumny had been true, 
that the Party has lately endeavour'd to caft upon ſome of 
their Lordſhips, viz. That They were THEIR BISHOPS! Does 
it follow, that all the Clergy which belong'd to em mull be 
THEIRS too? Or, what it the Keſolutions of a late Houſe of 
Commons (a ſhould really have UNCHRIST TAN'D the Bi- 
ſhop of Worceſter ; muſt all his Dioceſs grow Heathens immedi- 
at y ? This is Intolerable ! 


But to put this Matter out of all Doubt; A moſt Une xcep- 
tionable Perſon, One for whoſe ſake chiefly the Diſſenters have 
icaru'd to Mouth RIGHT REVEREND as readily as any 
Drunken, Scandalous Curate of 'em all, even the Jucomparable 
Bifhop of Salisbury, is fo expreſs in this Point, as if his 2 

a 


(a) See the Reſolnions of the Houfe of Commons, upon the Complaint of 
vn Packsngtes, 2gaintt the Bilhop of Horceſter, 


L * 
had been Anſwering Mr. Neher. — His Words are theſe, 
. (a) viz. Tis certain this Power, (i. e. the Headſhip) Aves ner 


| | depend upon the Princes Religion, whether he be a CHRISTIAN, 
er VT; or whethsr he is of a True, or Falſe Religion; or is a 
| | Good, or a Bad Man : By the ſame T exhre that he holds his Syve- 


raignty, be holds this likewiſe == Artaxerxes bad it as well a 
either David or Solomon, when the Jews were once L,awfully his 
1 Subjects; and the Chriſtians ow'd the ſame Duty to the Empe- 


b rors, while ME ATHEN, as they paid em when CHRISTIAN, 

| GC, 

8 So that, in a word, If this Gentleman could prove, that 

{1 King William was no Chriſtian, a Thouſand times over, yet the 

h Church of England would have been the ſelf ſame Church after 

t 1688, as it had been ever ſince the Reformation. 

Iz 

* II. If the preſent Queen ſhould be remov'd by Death, what a Gang Pa g. 19. 
e Loyal, Obedient Subjects is the Princeſs Sophia like to have, in Ax. 

4 


Agate and his Diſciples; who, according to this charitable Doctrine, 
can't look upon Her as a Member of the Chriſtian Church ? 


This Gentleman's Inſinuations don't end here; he raiſes 2 
Scandal on the late Prince, and now he is going to do the ſame 
on Her that is to ſucceed; and, no doubt, he ſpares the pre/er: 


only for Fear of the Laſh. 


2 

f It would be time enough to Anſwer this Q»«ry, when our 
= Author has prov'd, That the Pen who Baptiz'd the Princeſs 
0 50 PHIA had not Epiſcopal Orders: But ſhould I grant this, 1 
f have before allow d, that ſuch Baptiſm is ſuſficient to make a Chri- 
— ſtian — However, if I 9ſt make another 0 D/0ο Suppeſi- 


y tion; What if that Ilaſtrious Princeſs be no Chriſtian ? Did 
this Gentleman never hear of paying Obedience to Heathen Ma- 
giſtrates? What did the Biſhop of Salisbury ſay juſt now ? And 

* what does he think of NERO, ia whoſe Time St. PAUL ex- 

7 horted the Chriſtians at Rome, To be ſubject to the Higher Powers ? 

Y Was there ever more exact Obedience ſhewn, than the Primi- 

e tive Chriſtans paid to the Feather Emperors? Would to God 

the Diſſenters had always paid _ to Chriſtian Princes; and 


Rom. 13. 
ver. I, 


—yB—v 


f (a) Expoſicion of the 37 Artic, pag. 388, C. 
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vives the QUEEN 
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may pay the ſame to the Princeſs SOPHIA, it ever ſhe ſur- 


But ſee, how Natural *tis for Rebellion to ſpring up in the 
Minds of ſome Men: If a Man don't like his Prince in any 
Particular, they thiak *tis impoſſible but he muſt %% bey pre- 
ſently, and take up Arms againſt him Naturam expellas 
furca, Licet, uſqʒ recurrit. FACTION will be always uppermeſt in 
a Diſſenters Thoughts. 

After all, let any One Judge, who are like to make a Care 
of rhe belt Subjects, they, who are for having that ILLUSTRI- 
OUS PRINCESS Over now, or thoſe who are for Keeping Her 
/till on the other ſide of the Water: They, who are of knewr 
Afﬀettion to that Eſtabliſhment in Church and State, which She 
pon Oath will be Oblig'd to maintain; or They, who are well 
known to be Di/affefted to both; are SCHISMATICKS in 
Principle, and have been REBELS from their Original. 


III. *Tis Query d, Whether that Unfortunate Prince King 
Charles the Firſt, was not Baptiz'd by a Presbyterian * And if ſe, 
Wherher he was a Martyr ? When according to Mr. Agate's Raſh 
and Scandalous Aﬀertion, he could not be a Chriſtian ? 


This Qrzry is grounded upon a Quæry: Our Author ſup- 
poles this Unfortunate Prince was Baptiz'd by ſome Body, but 
ne can't tell by whom; and ſo leaves me, to Enquire firſt, If 
he was ever made a Chriſtian; and then, How he comes to be a 
Aartyr ? For his Satisfaction then, let him know, That this Un- 
7ortunate Prince, being, a very Weak Child, was Baptiz'd ix 
Private (a): Now Epiſcepacy had been Aboliſh'd in Scotland but 
Eight Years when he was Born; and *tis not probable, that any 
Divine, about the Court, was ſo Joung as to have been in Or- 
ders leſs than Eight Vears; neither can it be thought, that his 
Royal Father, whoſe Affection te Epiſcopacy was ſo well known, 
had taken any of the Presbyterian Novices into his Domeſtick 
Service: So that tis more than probable, He was Bapriz'd by 
One who was Epiſcopahy Ordain'd. 


But 


4) See tho View of his Life before his Relique Sacre, & c. And Dr. Perin- 
,es Account of him, pag. 2. 
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But however that be ; Has this Gentleman never heard of 
Peoples being Baptiz'd in BLOOD ? -— Indeed, his Reli- 
gion is no Older than Father Calvin, and Father Baxter; but 
he muſt remember, Chiſtianity had-its Riſe Fourteen or Fifteen 
Hundred Years before; and, tis known, the Sufferings of the 
Fir#t Chriſtians were ſo Exemplary, there was ſuch a Divine Spi- 
rit of Martyrdom poured out upon 'em, that many were Conver- 
ted from Heatheniſm, by barely ſeeing the Chriſtians ſuffer ! 
And profeſſing Aloud their Chriſtianity, were that very moment 
dragg'd to Execution; and fo became both Chriſtians and Mar- 
tyrs in the compaſs of the ſame Hour; and when the Queſtion 
was mov'd, concerning the Baptiſm of ſuch Perſons, it was Una- 
nimouſly allow'd by the Fathers, that They were BAPTIZ'D 

in BLOOD (a). 
King Charles's Caſe is not altogether different; and I hope 
Mr. Withers will not Object, that this alſo was Presbyterian Bap- 
tiſm, becauſe They were the Prieſes that Offer d up this molt 
aſtoniſhing Sacrifice! Undoubtedly, for the Great and Crying 
Sins of this Nation What Confidence is it, for theſe 
| People to mention that PRINCE's Name! When they ought to 
__ 5 their Heads, and be Confounded every Time they 

car of it! 


x IV. Why are ſuch as are Baptiz'd by Presbyterians admitted to Pag. 19. 
2 the Sacrament, when they chuſe to Communicate in Pariſh-Churches, 
without being Re-baptiz d? | 


Becavſe we think the Bapri/m of Presbyterian Miniſrers, is as 
Valid as that which is adminiſtred by Laymen, or Midwives ; 
and Perſons Baptiz'd by theſe, as I obſerv'd before, are belie- 
ved to be Chriſtians. 


V. Why are thoſe Perſons who are Baptiz'd by Preabyreri ans, bu- Pag. 10 
d by Ar. Agate, in ſure and certain Hope of THEIR Reſur- 
rection to Eternal Life, &c. ſince, accordmg to the Rubrick in the 
Common-Prayer, ſuch Perſons as Dye Unbaptix d, are wot to be ad- 
mitted to Chriſtian Burial ? 


"x 2” 7 WP wz * 


That 


(a) Vid. Cypriani Pref, ad Exhort. Martyr, & Epiſt, ad Jubaianum, 


ö 


| 


as 


. 20. 
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That ſich as are Baptiz'd by Presbyterians may be Admitted 
.0 Criſtian Byriad, is acknowledg'd, becauſe ſuch Baptiſin is 
cnought Valid. And therefore, if this Otzry have any force iu 
it, our Author's Meaning muſt be, That theſe words, viz. J. 
are axd certain Hope of the Reſurrettion to Erernal Life; imply, 
that when a Miniſter burys any particular Body, he declares 
nis Senſe in relation to that particular Perſon's riſag again, to 
3 _ of Bliſs and Glory; which, by his Favour, is a great Miſ- 
cake. 

For all thoſe who have touch'd upon this Point of the Con- 
troverſy, between us and the Diſenters, have unanimouſly told 
em, That in this Cole, at the Intermem of 4 Chriſtian Body, 
the Church only takes occaſion to declare Her Fa:th concerning 
the Reſurreftion in Geveral, without determining any thing in 
Partics/ar, relating either to Happineſs or Aiſery. And to this 
purpoſe, ſeveral of the be/t Writers on the Apaſtles Creed, under- 
tand that Parallel Expreſſion, viz. the Life Everlaſting, in the 
laſt Article of it; as barely importing LIFE; and not a Lift 
of Bliſsand Happineſs. And in this Senſe, the Church apparent- 
ly interprets Hey Self, in Her Office of Burial ar Sea. Nay, 
Mr. Withers himſelf ſeems to be very ſenſible, that this muſt be 
the true Conſtruction and Meaning of it. And hence, ro /erve 
Jus Cauſe, and give alittle ſtreugth to his Query, he prevari- 
cates, and corrupts the Expreſſion: Inſtead of THE Reſurre- 
ction, as *tis in the Common-Prayer Book, he has printed THEIR 
Reſurrection; a{tering the very Word, to pervert the Senſe. 

I hope this Gentleman won't complain for the Yuture, It 
Mr. Agxte, and every Body ele, ſhould ſay, That he is not SIN- 
CERE in what he does. Here is ſuch a palpable, glaring Inſtance 
of it, that any Child of Six Year Old may difcover him 
And what is wor/r of all, he ſeems to be Obſt inate in his Inſin- 
ceriry, and Irrorrigible. I complain'd of this very Abuſe, when 
Arſ I ſaw His Pamphlet; and ſpoke of it to ſeveral of his own 
Party, in hopes he might Retract and Amend it in the next E- 
dition: But in ſpite ot Shame, or any thing that can be ſaid to 

him, de goes on, and has publiſn'd Three or Four Editions, 
without the leaſt Alteration. 


VI. Whether any Peeviſh Jeſuite, or Romiſy Emiſſary, can more 
efettnally promote the Intereſt ef the Pope, and his Conclave, than 


Ar. 
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Ar. Agate has effay'd to do, by Unchurching and Unchriſteuing 
Two parts in Three of all the Proteſtants in Europe ? 


This Qzery, together with what our Author has Inſinuated Pag. !. 


about my coming to Exeter under the NOTION of 8 Cyrate, © 
may poſſibly have poſſe(s'd ſome People with that Opinion, ot 
my being a Jeſuite in Diſguiſe, An Iriſh Prieſt, and I cant 10 
what Now, I don't doubt, but this Gentleman, and Hs 
Party, have Trac'd me to my very Cradle; and it I had eve: 
Done or Said any Thing Notoriouſiy Ill, it would certainly have 
been put into this Pamphlet : However, to Satisfy all People 
tor the future, that J am no Jeſute, or Iriſh- Man, I take this 
Opportunity to tell 'em, 1 was Born at Lingſield i Surrey, 
Bread at Cambridge, and came from thence iato Somerſetſhire; 
and never was a League at Sea in my Life. | | | 

But to go on: For the Reaſons beforc-mention'd, it plainly 
appears, that I don't Unchriſtian any Proteſtants in the World. 
But ſuppoſe I ſhould, and could give good Reaſons for fo doing; 
I don't think that Mere Plurality and Multitudes are ſufficient to 
Confute me: Muſt I Ae TRUTH, and deſert Evigence, he- 
cauſe Two parts in Three of the Proteſtapts in Europe eppoſy me ? 
The great Athanaſuu (pardon me for ſuch Aer acted 
quite otherwiſe ; and flood up for the TRUTH, when almoſt 
all the Chriſtian World was againſt him —— And if this Gen- 
tleman, and his Brethren in Exgland, would be ſway'd by N- 
bers, they mult quickly give up their Piſſenting Cauſe. | Fo: 
notwithſtanding all their Clamour and Threatning, with their 
LEGION and MILLION, they are hut a» Handful in compa- 
riſon : And did not ſome of thoſe, who conſtantly joyn in our 
Communion, betray us, the Church of England might bid Defi- 
ance to all her other Enemies. | _ 

But how comes this Author, to talk of My promoting the I- 
tereſt of the Pope, and the Conclave ? Does he want to be in- 
form'd, how this Nation came iu a great meaſure to be infet- 
ed with Diſſenters ? Muſt he be told, that himſelf, and his Fel- 
low-Schiſmaticks, are the Spawn of the Jeſrites ? And that many 
Popiſh Emiſſaries have Preach d and Pray d in their Copventicles & 
And that tis almoſt become a Proverb, That if ever the Pape 


comes into England, it will! be upon Jack Presbyter's Back wm 
could give him a plentiful Proof of all theſe Particulars ; 
but, when he has a Lucid Interval, I beg, he would oply call to 


mind 
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mind FAITHFUL CUMMINS, and he can't be ignorant, W. 
they were that did the Pope's Drudgery in King James his 


Days, in ſeveral Corporations of England, and more parti 
cularly in that of this City. 


VII. Whether any Thing can more effelually condute to the de- 
ftroying Love, and the enkindling Fends and Animoſitier, than to 
perſmane People to look vpon their Neighbors, as without the Pale of 
the Charch; and to treat them wa otherwiſe than a Pack of Jews, 
Mavomet ans, and Pagans ? 


It ſpeaking plain and neceſſary Truths, ſuch as are agreeable 
to the Spirit of Chriſtiauity, and the Senſe of the Catholic Church, 


Mould conduce to deftroy Love, and kindle Feude, and Arnimoſities 


among Neighbours, *tis an accidental Thing, and I can't help 
it. I ſhall ever think it my Duty, to let my Congregation 
know, that the Diſſenters are SCHISMATICKS ; and that their 
Ainiſters have no more Authority to Preach, Baptize, &C. than 
any Tradeſman in the City, But as for Treating of 'em as A 
pack of Jews, &c. they learn no ſuch Thing from me, but the 
quite contrary. Such Treatment is an Invidiow Conſequence of 
Mr. Withers's own drawing; and it he will he putting ſuch 
Wicked Things into Peoples Heads, he muſt blame himſelf,-1 
think, if ever he ſhould feel the Effect of 'em. 


Once more, *T:s Ouary'd, Whether Mr. Agate himſelf be not 
a Notorious Schiſmatick, in that, like the Donati/?+ of old, he con- 


fines the Catholick Church to a very ſmall part af it, &c. for if he 


Nullifies Presbyterian Baptiſm and Ordination, or either of em; he 
is Challeng*d and Defy'd to name any of the Referm'd Churches be- 


yond the Seas, that can pretend to an Uninterrupted Succeſſion of 


Biſhops, &c. 


I make no Diſpute about the Baptiſm of Presbyterians, or 
any other Laymen: But as for their Ordinations, they are un- 
doubtedly N and Invalid; as plainly appears from the Senſe 
of all Chriſtendom, tor Fourteen or Fitteen Hundred Years to- 
gether ; except it be in Caſes of Neceſſiry, and where Fpiſcopal 
Orders can't be had. 


As 


* 
7 
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As for the Reformed' Churches, if they have Epiſcopal Or- 
dination, or no; or whether the Succeſſion was interrupted, ov 
not, in thoſe Churches which have Biſhops ;, tis nothing to our 
Author's purpoſe. That which is Tolerable, and may be 
Allow'd of, in Caſes of Neceſſity, is unpardonable here in 
England, and not to be endur'd. The Proteſtants beyond the 
Seas, and our Diſſenters, are in very different Circumſtances, 
and take quite contrary Courſes. They would have Epiſco- 


pal Ordination if they covid, and think themſelves Unhappy 


becauſe they ha'nt; but Our Diſſenters DESPISE Epiſcopai 
Ordination, and ſet up Presbyterian againſt it. They Comply 
with the Eſtabliſh'd Religion of their Nation, and Submit 
to thoſe Ordinances which are Tolerable, becauſe they have 
no better; but Our Presbyterians SEPERATE from ſuch an 
Eftabliſh'd Church, as all the Proteſtants in the World, 
and their own ſelves too, acknowledge to be a Sound, A 
NOBLE Part of the Reformation. © | Pag. 5. 
But ſince our Author is for Challenging, and Defying -— 
I dare Challenge and Defy him, to produce any People, up- 
on the Face of the Earth, that pretend to Chriſtianity, 
whoſe Principles and Practices are parallel to the Engliſh Pres- 
byterians. All the Reformed Churches Abroad, which this Gen- 
tleman, and his Brethren, arc apt to Quote, and make w/e 
of, to Juſtify their Proceedings, do utterly Diſown em, nay 
Condema, and Charge 'em with dowaright SCHISM. A 
Proof of this '35 at band, whenever he is pleas'd to call for it. Pag. 
But I have One freſh Inſtance, which I ſhall give him now. 
The Church of GENEVA it ſelf, and the Univerſity there, 
wrote joyntly to the Vniverſty of Oxford, but laſt September, 
1706, and expreſs'd a great Concern, That (a) thoſe People who 
Diſlite the DISCIPLINE and Liturgy of the Church of England, 
ſhould pretend to have any Carnntenance from them —— And they 
aſſign this very Reaſon for their Writing, viz. That People may 
be inform d, what a Value they have for Our Conſtitution. Decla- 
ring, That () they are ſo far mn being Diſaffefted to the _— 
0 


„„ —— 2 — 3 „ „n „ 


(a) ---Ecclefize Anglicanæ Dilciplinam & Liturgiam detractantes. Nomen 
Noſtrum præ ſe ferebant. | 

(b) Tantum abeſt, ut ab Eccleſia Anglicana Animus noſter alienus fir, ut po- 
tius ſemper eam Magni feceriyaus ; Nec Ullus Noſtrum, dum in Anglia verla- 
rus eſt, ab ejus Cætibus, wi Synaxi receſſerit. 


— — 


for it; and that not One of em, while they were in 


[ 6» } 


of England, that on the contr ary, they always 


had 4 gow Fed 

ngland, did 
ever SEPERATE from its Service, or SACRAMENTS —— 
And a little after, they add — (a) Ff they liv'd in England, they 
would moſt willingly attend our Communion. And they ſeem to La- 
ment and Excuſe their Want of Epiſcopacy, becanle the Poſture 
of their Affairs will not admit of it; For, ſay they (H, Our Ec- 
clefiaſtical Conflitution is ſuch, as the Exigence and Nature of the 
Civil Government will endure— And what can Mr. Withers, 


and his Party, fay to all this? Or what indeed have they ſaid 
to Mr. Calvin, who condemn'd em to the utmoſt degree a great 
while ago. (c) If they din't, ſays he, ſabjett themſelves to the 
Government of the Church of England, with the LOWEST Obed- 


ence, there is no CURSE (Anathema) which they don't deſerve. 


” 
. 


After all, I can but take Notice, how very ualtcky' this 
Gentleman is in his Compariſons, for the Doratiſts of Old, to 
whom he likens me, were the very Pictures of himſelf, ànd his 


Brethren; and almoſt the only SCHISMATICE'S we meet 


with, in all Antiquity, And if he knows any thing of thoſe 
Times, he can't be ignorant, that they were condemn'd by the 
Fathers and Councils for SCHISMATICKS ; not becauſe, they” 
confin d the Catholick Church to a very ſmall part of it, but becauſe 
they broke Communion with the Church, and ſet up Seperate 
Meetings (as our Diſſenters do) under aPretence of purer Worſhip, 
and berter Ediſication, &c.*Twas This that made em SCHISMA— 
TICKS ! And 'tis plain Mr. Withers thinks, they were à very 
bad ſort of People, or elſe he would never have compar*d' Mo 


to em. 


Thus I have gone through our Authors Queries, and . exa- 
min'd all the other Particulars of his Pamphlet, except his 
SPEECH; which Lreſerv*d-tor the Laſt Place, and come now 


to conſider of. 


0 - 
This 


———-» — 


-» —_— 


(a) Si inter vos Verſaremur Libentiſſime accederemus ad Sacra veſtra. 


{b) Eos quidem Ritus habemus, Quales Reipublice Gubernatio & Neceſſans 
poſtula runt. 
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This SPEECH, in general, is made up of Two Contradictor) 


Parts; the former, contains the higheſt Pretences to PEACE back t9 
and MODERATION; the latter, is ſpent in the moſt Outra- P. '4 


gious Bregcbes of em: I can't tel} what to compare it to better 
than Sir Tho, Jefferd's Cloth which he Dy; one ſide of which 
was True Proteftant Blue, and the other a Flaming Scarlet. Dis 
maniteſt, Our Author's whole Deſign by it, was nothing elſe 
but toprejudice the Company before the Arguments come on; 
and prepoſſeſs em with a good Opinion of Themſelves, and a 
bad One of their Opponents. A thing which, however it might 
be allo d to an Heathen Orator, is very unbecoming a Chriſtian 
Diſputang. ; J | | 
Had Mr. Vithers dealt fairly, and ſpoke to the purpoſe, ke 
Mould have told the .4uditors ſomething about SCHISM ; how 
deſtruBive tis to the Peace of the Church, and miſchievaus in all 
its Conſequences ; and thence have ſhewn, the Weight of that 
Queſtion, which we came thither to debate; and how Neceſ- 
ſaty tis for Chriſtians to /earch after, and underſtand it, '&c. 
And then, inftead of prepoſſeſſing, he ſhould have Exhorted the 
Company to lay aſide all Prejudice, and-give the Arguments a 
fair hearing, without any Reſpect to Perlons— But I ſhall be 
ſomewhat particular in Examining This SPEECH=— + 


In the Firſt Place, our Author tells the Company, Tie not 
their Buſineſs to bring an Accuſation, much leſs a railing Accuſati- 
on, either againſt the Church of England in general, or any parti- 
cular Member of #t--»- And yet, obſerve, in this very Speech, he 
makes it his Buſimeſs to repreſent Me, as a very Turbulent Fel- 
low! A moſt Unchriſtian, Uncharitable Cenſurer! He tells a 
Story of me, which he knew had Expos'd me to the Fury of the 
Mob; and enhances it with ſuch a Remark; as renders it lit- 
tle leſs than BLASPHEMY TN 'Tis ſo Derogatory (ſays he) from 
the Honour of our SAVIOUR! So Inconſiftent with all the Rules of 
Chriſtian Charity, &c. 

Now a Man that giveth good Words with his Mouth, and 
Curſes in his Heart, is Bad enough in all Conſcience ;' but for 
any One ta cry PEACE, PEACE, and then Curſe almoſt in the 
ſame Breath; to give himſelf the Lye, and yet expect that 
other People ſhould believe him, is ſomething more than Or- 
dinary: It ſhews a Bad Cauſe, and a worſe Manager. | 


I 2 But 
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But pray, How long has This been the Behaviour of Mr. Ni- 
erg, and his Brethren, towards the Church of England, and 
its Members? I think I have heard ſomething formerly, about 
the WHORE of B ABYLOM ; the Rags of POPERY ; Jezabel; 
A Sorcereſs;, an IDOL ATROUS Church; the Mother of Har- 
lets, Snper/tition, and Will-Worſhip ; BaaPs Prieſts; Dumb-Dogs, 
which cannot bart; Drunken and Scandalous Curates, &c. Have 
not theſe been the ROSES, which the Party have ſtrew'd in 
the Way of the Church, and its Members, for above theſe Hun- 
dred Years ? | | 1% 10 900 Da 

And left any One ſhould think, the Times are grown better, 
and the Party more Aloderate; let him but Read the Obſerva- 
tors and Reviews, which are printed every Week; and he will 
find the Clergy, are ſtill the Alaris of their poiſon d Arrows. Mr. 
Obſervator, amongſt his other pretty Things, tells us, The 
Clergy are the Caterpillars of the Church; and Vermin ; and 
Wolves, in Sheeps cloathing; and that the DEVIL is the FATHER 
of *em---= And I think, Mr. Review Outdoes kim; he makes 
the Clergy, the very DEVIL, and HELL too. The Clergy, 
ſays he, are the DEAD-WEIG HT againſt the Nations Settlement 
and Preſperity - They are Reliſh Fulcanos ;, Members of Mount 
Atna ; whoſe Throats are a burning ABYSS; a Center of Envians 
Exhalations ;, ſet on Fire of HELL! And a great deal more. 

But perhaps it may be ſaid, Theſe are Profligate Wretches, 
that write for Bread ; and Mr. Withers and his Diſciples are 10 
tar from encouraging, that they do even abbor ſuch Dilcourtes--- 
Yes; Let any One go to CO SE“, Coffee-Henufe im particular, and 
judge if they don't: There the Party, the Moderate Diſſenters, 
Kegale themſelves with theſe poiſonous Papers; ſuck in this 
Kibalary with ſuch Greedineſs and Delight, as ſpeaks Satisfa- 
tation ; and plainly makes it all their own. And if the Au- 
thors of theſe Papers did not know, that ſuch Things would 
pleaſe Perm, we may be ſure they wauld never .mrize em. Nay; 
the very /ame Day that Mr. Withers proteſted againſt Reviling 
the Church, a Prime Aan of his own' Congregation, One who 
ts almoſt: the Righr-Hand of the Party, and Gifted,” as Occaſion 
{erves, either for à 12d, 6d, or 44 Prayer, declar'd, 1'was 45 
great 4 Crime to go to the Church of England, 4 it was) te haue 
Two Wrves---- Tis well he did not ſay, two Prentice BOYS; 
and as many, Gentleman's Sons, as he could entice to So 
and his Unnatural Luſts. 5 
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But Secondly, to go on with the Speech; Mr. Mithers tells 
us, They look upon the Eſtabliſh d Church, as a NOBLE part of 
the Refer mation This is a Wonderful Sentence! And con- 
tains ſuch a Miſtery of Iniquity, as can never be unxiddled! For, 
Hear Oh Heavens, and give Ear Oh Earth !---» The Church of 
England is not only a Lamful, but a NOBLE Church; and yet 
thele very N who profeſs and own this, keep up ſuch a SE- 
9 5 1 8 rom HER, as hath almoſt torn out Her very 

o wels! | | X 


If the Church of England hath not SUFFICIENT, nay if She 
has not ABUNDANT Means of Salvationz how can She be a 
NOBLE Church ? If She has, in the Name of God, why do theſe 
People Seperate from Her? A Needleſs, a Canſeleſs SEP ERA- 
TION from an Eftablith'4 Church, has ever been eſteem'd a 


SCHISM, a Damning SCHISM ! But what Need, what Cauſe 


can there be, to Seperate from a Church, which is not only a 
True, but a NOBLE Part of the Reformation? Where Com- 
munion is but barely Lawful, Seperation cannot be juſtity'd ; 
but when ?tis ſomething more than Lamful, .when tis Commenda- 
ble, and NOBLE, then Seperation can never be Excus d. 
By this /Profeſſion, Mr. Withers, I thank him, has ſatisfy'd 
the World, that I was not much in the Wrong; when 1 
ſpoke that Harſh Nerd of the Diſſeming Teachers; by which, 
as I told Mr. Halet himſelf, I underſtood, ſuch as were not 
Smcere- in what. they. profeſs d; and conſequently, in a manner, 
Self-condemn'd in their Seperation. For I appeal to all Man- 
kind; If the Sothful Servant was more directly Condemn'd 
out of his own Mouth, than theſe Gentlemen are, by this 
very Declaration of theirs, compard with their Practices, 
viz. We believe from our Hearts, that the Church of England 
is a NOBLE Part of the Reformation; and yet In diſlike t, 
and in Oppoſition to Her, we will keep up SEPERATE Cong: e- 


gations. 


* Thirdly, Since the Church don't pretend to be Infallible, but con- 
feſſes, ſhe may Mift ale and Err; we humbly conceive, that in ſome- 
things which are Extratſſential to our Common Chriſtianity, we may: 
very Imocently Diſſent and Differ from Her, 


if 
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If theſe Things, which they call Extratſſential to Chriſtianity, 
did reſt in Opinion only, and would go no tarther, then a Diffe- 
rence about em, would be a Tolerable, and perhaps an Inno- 
cent Thing: But when, for the ſake of tbeſe I hings, People fall 
into Rebeflrow and Schiſmarical Pratices ;, when they draw a long 
Train of I cunſequence after em, and tend to the Ryin of the 
Church, and Cenfuſion of the Nation; then, I think, a Der- 
ence about em ceaſes to be Innocent, and theſe Extraeſſentials to 
Common Chriſtianity, deſtroy the very Eſſence of a Gyod Chri- 

Han. : 

l this Matter a little, and give an Inſtance in the 
Caſe of Civil Government, *tis certain, People may differ in their 
Opinions, and ſtill be very hnocent : One may be for Monarchy ; 
Another for a Common-Wealth ;, and yet bath be good Neighbours 
and good Subjects. But if he that is for a Common-Wealth, 
lives under a Monarchical Gopernment, and in purſuit of his O- 
pinion, ſhonld withdraw his Allegiance from his Soveraign, diſ- 
own his Authority, and act in Contradiction to his Lamful Com- 
mands, ſetting up diſtin Societies in every Corporation, in Op- 
poſition to thoſe already ſettled ; then the Man becomes a Re- 
bel, and muſt be dealt with accordingly. _ . - 

So {to bring the Matter home) in the Caſe of 45 ical 
Government ;, One Man may think Epiſcopacy is IURE DIVI- 
NO, and that there can be no True Chxrch without it > Ano- 
ther may think otherwiſe; and poſlibly both of em may be 
Good Chriſtians. , But if the K lives where Epiſcopacy is E- 
ftabliſh'd, and in Fayour d his Opinion, ſhould oppoſe thoſe 
Lawful Governours of the Church, and make a Breach in Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Communion, as our Diſſenters do, then his Opinion, 
tho* not Eſſential to Chriſtianity, becomes SCHISMATICAL ; 
he Tears the Body of CHRIST in pieces, and is ſo far from be- 


. 


ing Innocent, that he Is not to be endured... 1.1 
Again; If the Things which our Adverſaries and We differ 
abour, be ſo Trivial and Small, what Reaſon is there for a Sepe- 
ration? If the Diſpute be only about Opinions, and thoſe O- 
pinions are very Innocent, and Extraeſſential to Chriftianity, why 
don't they Conform, and come to Church, where they may Enjoy 
their Opinions without any manner of Diſturbance. But ſince 
they won't do this, *tis to be fear'd, Their Opinions are not ſo 
Innocent as they would make us believe; there is ſomething ae 
tne 


„ 


r 
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the Bottom of em that is very Dangerow ard Heſtructive, 
which the Church of England has felt Once already, and would, 
Pm afraid, feel again, if ever theſe People ſhould, have Power 
anſwerable to their Inclinations. K bY ns | 

But here we may Obſerve, How theſe Gentlemen Slabber 
over the Great POINT of Church Communion - They would 
fain perſwade People, That the moſt Ourragious Breach of the 
Unity of the CHURCH, is no more than for One Man to differ 
from Another in his Opinion, about Slight and Indifferent Mat- 
ters. And hence, tis no wonder that they compare SCHISM 
to Tearing Handkerchiefs in Pieces ;, and demand a, Proof of its 


being a Dating sin. 


Zut Fourthly, . However thefe Gentlemen may be Aliſrepreſent- 
ed, "tis not the Extirpation either of Epiſcopacy, or Liturgy, that, 


they contend for. 


I can't imagine, how theſe People ſhould be alter d ſo much 
on a ſuddain, and come to be ſo favorable to our Church, and 
its Conſtitution; Have the Biſhops done any Thing of late, that 
ſhould make the Party ſo muck id Zove with their Order ? Tis 
not long ago, I'm ſure, that they were for the Extirpation of E- 
piſcopacy and the Liturgy too. Did not the Apprentice in London, 
and Thoufands of the Presbyterian Rabble, come to the Parlia- 
ment-Houſe, and cry out, NO BISHOPS, NO BISHOPS ! In- 
ſomuch,, that their L ordlbips, inding it, not Safe to come to 
the Houſe, , were farc d to malte & Proref, and abſent them- 
ſelyes 3 for which, about Twelve of 'em were Seiz d, and put 


— 


into the Tower. . | 
And to ſhew what a Deadly Love they have for Litnrgy, we 


need only examine, how they us d it when they Rad the Covern. 
Pregbyt erian 0 and Laiety were utterly againſt it. 
© In the Preamble to their AF, for Setting up the Directory, 
ſerious Confideration, the manifold Inconvenienc es which have riſen 
by the Book of Common-Prayer in this Kingdom, &c. have conſult - 


ment in their Hands: Here we ſhall find, the whole Body of the 
they tell vs (a), viz. The Lords. and Commons, &C. taking into 
ed with the Reverend, Pious, and Learned Divines, (mark that) 


call d 


_ A. A. * 
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(4) Scobel's Collect. pag. 75. 
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call 'd together to that purpeſc, &c. judge it meceſſary, That the ſaid 
Book of Common-Pr ayer J ABOLISH'D, &c. And that it | ſhall 
1%: remain, or be from hexceforth us'd in any Church, Chappel, &c. 
And in the Ordinance of Avg the 23. 1845, *twas Reſolv'd, 
That V any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, ſhall. at any Time or 
Times hereafter, uſe, er caſe the aforeſa:d Book of Common-Prayer 
r0 be us d in any Church, Chappel, or Publick Place of Worſhip, or in 
any Private Place, or Family, within the Kingdom, &c. ſhall for 
the Fri Offence forfeit, and pay the Sum of Five Pounds, &c. For 
the Second Offence, the Sum of Ten Paumds; and for the Third Of-. 


fence, ſhall ſuffer One whole Tears Impriſonment, witbout Bail, or 


ainpriſe. And agreeable to this Ordinance, all the Common- 
Prayer Books, which the Party could find, throughout the 
whole Kingdom, were Torn in Pieces. | 

And their Affection to Epiſcopacy was ſhewnian the very ſame 
Manner, viz. For the ABOLISHING of Arch. Biſbops, and Bi- 
ſhops, &c. be it Ordain'd, &c. That the Name, Title, Stile, and 
Dion y of Arch- Biſhops, Biſuops, &c. within the Kingdom of Eng- 
land, and Dominion of Wales, &c. be WHOLLY Aboliſh'd, aud 
raten away, &c. And by the ſame Ordinance, all their Lands 
were /eiz'a, and order'd to befold, | 

And the ſame was done by the Name, Title, Dignity, Fun- 
ion, and Office, of Dear, Sub-Dean, Chapter, Arch-Deacon, 
&c. In their AQ of April 30. 1644, whereby all their Lands 
were likewiſe S$::3'd and Sold (b). 


Now let the World judge, what Patrers- the Presbyteri au 
are to Biſhop, and the Common-Prayer : And- leſt any One 
ſhould think, from what theſe Gentlemen ſay, That they D/- 
allow the Deeds of their Fathers, and are really Alter*d from what 
they were in thoſe, Days, let us Look a little into Scotland, 
where we ſhall find, at this very Time, they have utterly A- 
bi Epiſcopacy, and tbeir Liturgy ; quite Tuin'd the Clergy, as 
they did formerly; have turn'd them and their Families out a 
Starving ;.and are fo far from granting them a Toleration, that 
if any of em offer to Officiate in a Private Meeting, he runs the 
Hazard of his Life. Nay, they have aizally paſs d a N 


9 


— 


/ a) Fee Ordinances of OFeber the 9th, 1646, Scobel's Collect. p. 99. 


(b) Seobel's Collect. of the Acts, p. 16. 
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makes it (a) Treaſon, not only to Write, but even to SPEAK 
in behalf of Epiſcopacy. 
And if you would know, why the ſame is not done here in 
England; the Reaſon is plain, Becauſe they have not yer the 
Power. For I take this to be an undoubted Maxim, That A 


Presbyterian is a Presbyterian ſtill, whether he be an Engliſh or « 
Scotch One. 


But farther : Theſe Gentle mens main Deſign, in this place, is 
to perſwade People, That there is Little or No Difference be- 
tween the Church- men and Themſelves : One is for Epiſcopacy, and 
the Other is not againſt it: One is for uſing the Common- Prayer, 
and the Other don't deſire it ſhould be taken away: And fo 
both are as it were agreed: And why then ſhould we be Jealos, 
and Afraid of their Deſigns ? And why ſhould their Party be put 
out of their Way, or trouble themſelves to enquire, which is the 
Right, and which the Wrong, ſince their Principles and eurs are 
much the ſame, &c. | 

Pm afraid ths Story will hardly take in theſe Parts, eſpeciaty 
in this T own. Folks will be apt to lay, H the Church and the 
Conventicle are ſo well agreed, and all One as 'twere ;, hem came 
the Diſlenters, in the late Times, to get An Ordinance of Parlia- 
ment, ro Expoſe 14 Pariſh-Churches to Sale, (as they actually did 
by the Commer Cryer) for the More Effeſtual Preaching of the Word 
of God in Exeter—— () And accordingly, ſome of em were 
Sold, and others Prophan'd, and turn'd into Stables ; and one 
of 'em, viz. Allhafows on the Walls, remains a diſmal Monu- 
ment of their Sacrileage at this very Day. 

After all, theſe Gentlemen can't take it amiſs, if I do not be- 
lieve One Mord of what they ſay about the Liturgy. For it was 
my Misfortune to be preſent, a few Years ago, at the Tryal of 
a Presbyterian Miniſter, in Cambridge; who had confidently af- 


firm'd, That the Common-Prayer Book had DAN D more Souls, 
than ever the Bible had SA D. 


Fifthly, They have not endeavour d, either in their publick Ser- 
mous, or their private Diſcourſes, to heighten Mens Prejudices, to 


EH - 
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(a) Caſſandra Num. 2. p. 83. Hf ſtrept, Append, p. 13. 
(% This is parc of the Title tothe Ordinance, 
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enflame their Ani moſities, or inſpire them with a bitter Zeal, a- 
gainst their Brethren, 


Doth this Gentleman ſpeak in the Name of his whole Party, 
or only of himſelf and his Brother Haller ? If the former, ſure 
he has quite forgot (and thinks that other People have too) 
The Root and Branch Men-—— CURSE ye MEROZ I CURSE 
ye BITTERLY, &c. CURSED be he that doth the Work of the 
Lord deceitfully, CURSED be he that cometh not to the Help of 
the Lord. Bind their KINGS in Chains, &c. — Theſe are the 
Subjects which the Trae-Bixe Proteſtants did conſtantly inſiſt up- 
on in the late Times And preſume, Mr. Withers knows, 
there are ſach Things now as Obſervators, Reviews, and Calves- 
Head Clubs ;, which, as I obſerv*d before, the Party, by Un- 
verſal Approbation, have made their own. 

With what Face then can it be ſaid, That they have not, ei- 
ther in their peblick, or private Diſcourſes, cheriſl”d Animoſities, ov 
a BITTER Zeal, &c.? When there is no Nation under Hea- 
ven, that can, or ever could, parallel ſuch Barefac'd Scandals 
and Repreaches, caſt upon the Eftabliſhmerr and its Clergy, as 
are to be found in thoſe Papers, and the Calves-Head Anthems. 

But it Mr. Withers ſpeaks only in behalf of himſelf and 
Mr. Halt, 1 muſt confeſs, I never heard any of 'em Preach ; 
and therefore, cannot tell what Nature their Sermons are of: 
But I have heard One of 'em make a Speech; and I have ſeen a 
Pampiilct, with Mr. Wahers's Name to it: And if Railing, Re- 
vilixg, and Calumniating, may be thought One Way of raiſing 
Prejudices and Animoſities, I'm ſure both theſe give him the Lye, 
nd ſhew, that he is not /o altogether unlike the reſt of the 
Party. 


Again Sixthly; So far 'tis (to ſpeak a little in their own 
Language, Negatively, what theſe Gentlemen have Not Dore 
Now it follows Peſusvel) what they Have Done, viz. They 
bave wtorm'd their People, That True Chriſtian Charity is of 4 
gener cu, large, extenſrue Nature, and ought not to be confir'd to 4 
Larticaar Party, or Faction, &c. 


Metninks Generous, Extenſive, &c. Charity, ſounds a little 
Aukward in the Mouths of theſe People, who are known to be 
jo very Bitter and Imęlacable; and by the eur Doctrine of Abſo- 

lite 


E 
Inte Reprobat ion, do, in a Literal Senſe, DAMN ANumberie): 
Afyriads by wholeſale ———== But this Plea, which is now bc- 
come ſo very Afodiſh, was firſt broach'd by the Socimians and 
Deiſts, (and, in truth, the Heads of the Wig-Party, at preſent, 
are no other) who tell us, That ts as Indifferent what Party o 
Chriſtians (or rather than fail, Tews, Mahometans, or Heathens | 
we joyn with in N orſhip, as't is what Lawyer, or Phyſteran, we go to, 
and this forſooth they call CATHOLICK CHARITY ! 

But to what purpoſe is this alledg'd here? Is it to ſhew the 
Abundance of their own Charity, or the Wart of it in other Peo- 
ple? As to their own Charity, I ſuppoſe they don't throw it a- 
bout Promiſcuouſly, and at Random; (if they had, a little more 
of it might have come to my Share) but, like other Peoples, 
it has its proper Objects, and its certain Bounds, Now the Object 
of Charity is Perſons, and not Opinions; (unleſs with Relation 
to Perſons) otherwiſe, theſe Gentlemen themſelves are highly 
Uncharitable, in Thinking Amiſs of the Opinions of Independants, 
Anabaptiſts, Qua lers, Papiſts, Jews, Mahometans, and the very 
Heathens; (eſpecially if their Charity is unbonnded, and knows 
noLimits) Nay, if they ſhould proſecute this Notion to the 
utmolt, viz. That Opinion is the Object of Charity; they ought 
to Communicate (at leaſt OCCASIONALLY) with each of theſe 


Parties, if there were a Thouſand of 'em, (as thoſe from whom 


they borrow'd this Plea profeſs to do) or elſe their Charity 
would be ſtill confin*d to a particular Party, or Faction. For ſay, 
they do extend their Charity to Five, or Ten, or any determi- 
nate Number of theſe Parties; yet the reſt might ſtill accuſe 
2 want of extenſive Charity, becauſe themſelves are ex- 
cluded. . 

And as Charity has its proper Objects, ſo it muſt have its cer- 
tain Limits, and proper Bounds : As for Inſtance; So many Cir- 
cumſtances may, and very often do, concur in an Action, that 
inſtead of Charity, it would be a piece of Folly and Madzeſs, to 
believe the Perſon I-»ocenr that does it. If a Man Robs on the 
High-Way, or Cuts another's Throat, theſe Gentlemen cannot but 
think him Criminal: So that as large and generous as their Cha- 


is, it muſt certainly have its Limits, as well as other Peo- 


ples. . 
And then as for the want of Charity in other People, if that 
be their Meaning, ler 'em ſhew, according to theſe Rules, who 
have been guilty of any Breaches of it : If they have their 
K 2 Eyes 


>. 
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Eyes upon Me in particular, pray why ſhould I be call'd Vncha- 
ritable, tor thinking Them in an Error; any more than Ther:- 
ſelves, tor thinking the [ndependants, Anabapriſts, and other Peo- 
ple, ſo ? They imagine they have Reaſon for their Opinion; and 
I verily believe I have Reaſon for mine. Nay, after the moſt 
Serious and Impartial Enquiry, that I have been able to make, 
can no more help thinking that the Diſſenters Are SCHISMA- 
11CKS, or that SCHISM Is a DAMMNING SIN, than I can 
help Seeing when my Eyes are open: And ſurely, that Man 
can't be faid to be Vncharitable, who firſt takes all the Care he 
can to be right! Ye erm d, and then ſpeaks according to his In- 
i mation. 

But then as for Per ſens (as well with Relation to their Opini- 
9/15, as their Prad. ces) who are the preper Objects of Charity, I 
2m fo far from confining my Charity to any One Parry (much. leſs 
to any One Faction) that, on the contrary, there is not One 
Pari) in the World, for whoſe Perſers I have not Charity; and 
I think, I ſhew'd it in particular to the Diſſenters, when I of- 
ter'd to convince em of their Errors : Nor do I know that Sin- 
gle Man amongſt *em all, for whom I would not do the utmoſt 
Offices of Kindnels that lay in my power. 

And therefore, I am ſo far from ſending the Diſenters to the 
Devil by wholeſale, (as our Anthor ſpeaks) that I ſhould trem- 
ble to ſingle out Any Ove Man of their Party, upon whom J 
ſhould pronounce Damnation For tho? I don't ſtick to ſay, 
that /uch or /::<< Practices are in themſelves Damaable ; yet, 
ſince *tis GOD Alen that ſees the Heart, and can determine 
what Circumſtances concur'd to make Peoples Actions willful, 
or otherwiſe, I ſhould think I did preſume too far indeed, if J of- 
fer'd thus to Judge before the Time, 

However, here I cannot forbear taking Notice, that of all 
People in the World, ſome OCCASIONAL Conformiſts have 
the leaſt Claim to Charity : For what can any One poſlibly 
think of thoſe Men, who One Day ſhall Rail at the Service of 
the Church, and call it Superſtition and IDOLATRY ; and the 
Next Day, will take the SACRAMENT in it, to qualify them- 
{cles for a Place; and perhaps the Third Day, ſhall Rail at it 
again as bad as ever, and hardly come any more to the Church, 
Apecially to the SACRAMENT, till they want another Qua- 


* 


Upon 


ON 
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Upon the whole; Suppoſe Mr. Withers was Arguing with 
a Quaker, or any other Sectary, and they ſhould charge him 
with the want of an Extenſive Charity, for Expoſing their Er- 
rors, and Diſclaiming their Communion ; I would williagly 
know, what other Anſwer he could give them, than what I 
have here return'd to himfelf ? And therefore, this Plea of Ex- 


renſrve Charity, is nothing but Pretence, and Popular Amuſe- 
menr. 


But again: Theſe Gentlemen hate the ,vegy Garments ſpotted 
with the Fleſh; and are ſo much CHARITY it ſelf, that # 


there ve but afroward, peeviſh, and cenſorious Diſſenter, they won't 
ſo much as plead for him —— 


If ſo, the greate# part of the Diſſenters in this City are the 
leſs oblig*d to em: This is next a-kin to dropping their whole 
Cauſe, and declaring they won't plead for any of em. I'm 
ſure, at leaſt, they have abandon'd ſome of their beſt Friends, 
Mr. Fowler, and the worthy Mr. Hamlin in particular. 

But let all People, that have known the Behaviour of the 


Party, 1a relation to this very Conference, judge, If there be 


any ſuch Things, or no, as peeviſh and cenſoriow Diſſenters. | 
am really aſtoniſh'd ! that theſe People ſhould have, not only 
the Confidence to mentien, but even to deny, AThirg, which 
the meaneſt and moſt vulgar Perſons have wniverſally objerv'd, 
viz. That Peeviſbze/s and Cenſorionſneſs are almoſt as Eſſential to 


a Diſſenter, as Separation it ſelf ; being, in part, as well the 
Cauſes, as the Conſcquents of it too. 


Still ſo Perverſe, and Oppoſite, 
As if they Worſhipd GOD in ſpite. 
Hudibras, 


Once more; The laſt Touch of Moderation is, That they 
were DRAGG?D to the Conference, by the Importunate Clamonr-s, 
and Violent Accuſations of Mr. Agate. 


DRAGG'D they were indeed, as plainly appear'd by their 
Behaviour there; and for ought I know, they would almoſt 
as ſoon have been drawn to a worſe place: Nay, themſelves in- 
timate ſomething like it, and ſay, in expreſs Words, They 


were 


—_ * 
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were Arraign d; which every Body knows is next Door to 
F xecntion, 

But how were they dr2gg'dthither by Mr. Agate ? "Tis well 
known, that I was ſurpriz d into their Company, and knew 
nothing of Meeting Mr. Hallet, or Mr. Withers, the Firſt time, 
till the very Moment that I ſaw em. The Conference was con- 
triv'd by a Gentle roman, that attends on a Diſſentin g Congregation, 
who deſired to be Satisfied in ſome Points about SCHISM, and 
hear what her Miniſters could ſay for themſelves : And after She 
had made ſuch an Vrlzcty Propofal, it was their own dear Ju- 
e and Reputation, that forc'd em to accept of it. 

And now we are come to the utmoif# bounds of Charity and 


Afoacration, where Mr. Withers fairly ſhakes Hands, and bids 


em bsrb Farewel. Here the Scene of this Comi-T ragedy begins 
to change; and all this Fair, Sun-ſhine Weather, is follow'd with 
a dreadful Storm. Mr. Agate, it ſcems, is a very Violent Fel- 
low | He has made bold with theſe Gemlemens Character! Has de- 

gated from his Redecmer, and even Blaſphem d Mr. Treſſe, and 
God Almighty ! He has Challeng d and Inſulred* em in ſuch a man- 
ner, as it they dutſt not look him in the Face, or ſo much as fpeak 
£ 15 , leſt hi Arg::mer fy like Gorgon's Head, ſhould transform 
2 15060 Stents, &c. | 

The Capi: tal Cha ge, which is here brought in againſt me, has 
been conſider d in another place; and the Narrative, which I 
have given of the Conference, will, I hope, ſatisfy the Reader, 
as to all the other Particular: S. 

However, I can't omit a pleaſant Paſſage, which happen'd a- 
bout G ge Head, &c, There was an Offcer, ſome Years 
fince, that was L= here in Excter, who was call'd Gorgor. 
Now he was (at leaſt the Story makes him ſo) an Jriſh- Alan; J 
And an Old Wear, reading this Speech with a great deal of 
Devotion, when fe came to this part of it, was much at a Loſs 

bout e Gorgonn—— Put at laſt, Alas, quoth ſhe, J remem- 
5 here was One Captain Gorgon, an Iriſh- Aan, kili'd in this 
T own Ard ſo Mr, Withers ſhew eth, That Mr. ate IS a all 
Li- Alan; Ha, Ha, He; How he hath a cut n down | 1 6055 

28 Treat Mercy 10 Lads ſuc i Miniſters 5 Ab, tis Word erful 10 ce 
wheat Gi ts are beſtom d upon [ore Men, Sc. lis well the 014 
ma did not Conjecture, that Gorgor might be the Name of 
one of thoſe perreſying Fourt ains in 1. reland, u hich, "tis ſaid, will 
turn M eden This g into Stone. 


— 
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To conclude, Mr. Withers ſays, They are Arraign'd for Crimes 
c/ 21 High Nature — The Crime they were Arraign'd for was 
SCHISM ; and *tis much he ſhould ſay This is One of an High 
Nature, when in the very ſame Page, he Ridicules me for ob- 
ſerving, that the Scriptures had rank'd it with Drunkenneſs and 


Fornication. However, to the Iudictment they plead Not Guilty---= Pag. 8. 


And there is not one Culprit in a thouſand but does: And the 
Company were to be the Judges, or rather the Jury, tor they were 
much about that Number; only it was a pa Ore, conſiſt ing 
of about Nine Diſſenters, and Three Churchmen; and therefore, 
they were pretty ſafe in Referring themſelves to their Candour and 
Integrity. | 

T hus I hare gone over all the Particulars of this Pamphlet; 
and by this time, it may be, the Reader is of my Opinion, That 
it contains No Reaſoning, Little Truth, Auch Railing, and as for 
Wit, (except the Humble Pun, which the Author ſtrain'd hard 
for at his firſt Setting Out) there is not the leaſt Shadow of it 
in the whole Book. 


If the Author thinks, I have not Treatea him ſuitably to the Pay, 22. 


Dignity of his Function; when he lets me know what his Function 
is, he may expect an Anſwer. But though I have no Reaſon 
to ask His, I'm ſenſible, I have too much Cauſe to beg the Rea- 
ders Pardon, for taking up ſo much of his (not to mention my 
own) Time, about ſuch a Trifle, as could have Expos'd no Bo- 
dy beſides its Author. However, if the Reader will allow 
Mr. G to make my Defence, as he has Mr. Withers, he 
ſhall find, within this Month, that inſtead of Saying roo much, 
I have ſaid nething at all; and have been ſo far from taking No- 
tice of roo many Particulars, that I have omitted every One that 
is Material. 

Notwithſtanding, if I thought the Reader could pardon me, 
I would treſpaſs a little farther upon his Good-Nature, whilſt I 
make ſome general Reflections in relation to this Pamphlet, 
and the Behaviour of the Diſſenters on this Occaſion, 

The Firſt ſhall be, the poor and mean Abilities of their Mini- 


Pers, compar'd with thoſe of the EftabliſÞ'd Church. This 


Pamphlet, as ring as tis, is (unleſs I have been as much milin- 
form'd in this Matter, as they have been in other Things) the 
Labour of their very Rabbies. Three or Four, at leaſt, of their 
chief Teachers in this County were conſulted about it; nay, tis 
faid, ſome Scores of em, at St. Mary Autrey, had it under Con- 
{ideration : 


— 
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7. 4. tolerable Reaſon for it; ſay, That 'twas azreed the Papers 
| 4 


E 


ideration : And behold, Naſcitur Ridiculus Aſis] The Perfor- 
mance is ſo Weak and Commmprible, that any Man, who wears 
the Name of a Scholar, would Bluſh to put his Name to it. 

Did ever a Conſilt of Three or Four Church of England 
Dottors, produce ſuch a poor Buſineſ, as theſe Men have done? 
And yet, ſee; rheſe are the Teachers, who are Admired for their 
Extraordinary Gifts ! and Follow'd for the ſake of better Ediſica- 
tion! Which is juſt as pleaſant as the Project of a certain Gen- 
tleman, which I knew, who reſolv'd to retire into a Man of 
Var, for the ſake of Meditation and Solitude. 

Next obſerve, What thoſe Ends are which the Party propoſe 
to themſelves, by their late Fiſhionable Plea of Moderation. 
Firft, To poſſeſs People with a good Opinion of themſelves. Se- 
condly, To raiſe an Odium on their Adverſaries, by repreſenting 
them as Fiery, Viclent Alen. And Thirdly, To blind Peoples 
Eyes, that under the Cl:at of Moderation, whillt they call them- 
ſelves Peaccable Aer, they may, with more Safety and better 
Grace, Rail, Reviſe, and commit what Outrages they pleale : 
tor who will belicve a Man is guilty of that very Crime, which 
he makes It his whole Buſineſs to declaim againſt? And hence, 
"tis no New Sight, to lee People foam at the Mouth for Mode- 
ration! Rail heartily, in the Name of the Lord, againſt Revile- 
17 And almoſt pl 0/it your Throat, for the ſake of Peace and 
Quietneſs ! 

Again, obſerve the Confidence of theſe People, (I had al- 
moſt ſaid their beſorred Stupidity) they advance what they know 
to be directly falſe, charge their Adverſaries with Practices, 
which themſelves are notoriovily guilty of; and mention things 
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be burnt, when I ſtrenuouſly oppos'd it, and the Company 

were all againſt it. Declare, The Church is a Noble Church, Pag. 5. 
and yet maintain a Separation from it. That, they never 
endeavour'd to heighten Mens Prejudices, or inſpire them with Pag. 6. 
a Bitter Zeal, and yet have rais'd ſuch a Clamow about 

we, and made me ſuch a Monſter, that I am hardly /afe in 
walking the Streets. Say, they do not Patronize à peevijl, frow- Pag. 0. 
ard Diſſenter, when every Body knows, for the Geuerality 

of 'em, there is not a worſe Natur'd People in the World. 

They repeat Calumnics, when they have been nform'd of Pag. 7. 
their Falſhwod : Charge me with 4 Deſion of enſnaring them Pag. 1 3. 
4 Criminals, when I'm inform'd that, at this very time, 
One, gene to London, is imploy'd to take Advice, if they can 
proſecute me, and drive me out of Town, or, rather than 
fail, (as Mr. Arkins threatned me to my Face) ½ 4 Pri- 
ſon. Say, they wiſh no more Noſe had been made avout this Pag. 10. 
Matter, when the Thing was - almoſt aſleep before their 
Book came out. Charge me, with a Deſign of making Alte- Pag. 12. 
rations, had I been entruſted with the Papers; when their own 
Scribe [hiiffled twice in writing lefs than three Lines. Talk 

of my conſulting Maſters in the Countrey; when 'tis ſo No- Ibid. 
torious, that they conſulted Mr. Gilling, and ſo very probable, 


that he had the Chief Hand in drawing up the Pamphlet. 


Say, they could not truſt me with Writing, becauſe I am a Ibid. 

Railer ;, and yet (though they have ſince prov'd themſelves 

ten times mere ſo) would have me truft them, without Wri- 

ting. Charge me with mary, and thoſe inſulting Challenges; Pag. 7. 

when I never gave 'em One. They boldly mention the Caſe 

of the Sacrament and Lord's-Supper , when the Contempt of 

them both, by the Diſſenters, is as Notorious as the Noon-day 

Sun, Call me Church- Mountcbank;, when every One knows 

the Antick Behaviour of their Preachers. Charge me with | 

Frofaning the Pulpit ;, when their Ridiculous, and even Blaſ- Pag 22. 

phemous Expreſſions there, are almoſt innumerable; as ſhall be 

plentifully prov'd whenever *tis deſired. At preſent, take 

only a Taſt, viz. A Diſſenting Teacher in London, being ask d, 

not long ſince, what Succeſs he had had in his Afiniſtry? 

He anſwer'd, That be had Preach'd 2 Consregation of CHRI- 

STIANs zo 2 Congregation of DEVILS -——> And let any 

One judge, it this could be done without PROPHANING 

the Pulpit. And how liable theſe Gentlemen have rears 
' I them- 
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themſelves to be Retorted upon, by mentioning the Princeſs 
Sophia, King Charles the Firſt, and likening me to the Jeſuites 
and 22 appears by what I have already ſaid on thoſe 


Occaſions, In fire, they have drawn their own Ugly Picture, 
and then underwrite my Name to it. 


Again, obſerve in them the True Old Spirit of Railing and 
Reviling. It would be endleſs to put down all the M- Language 
the whole Party have beſtow'd upon me, and therefore, I ſhall 
content my ſelf with what their Teachers have ſaid within the 
Compaſs of a Sheet and Half of Paper. Yiz. Mr. Agate has an 
Abundant Meaſure of Aſſurance, (i. e. is a very Impudent Fel- 
low) He is a Perſon of 4 fiery Zeal, whoſe For ehe ad is harder than 
his very Name. A Bouncer; a Vaunter ;, a Violent Accuſer. One 


that wants both Truth and Decency. A Scurriloms Reſtecter. A 
Venter of Uncharitable Falſhoods, A Madman, even to a degree 


of Raving, that ſends the Diſſenters to the Devil by whaleſale. A 


Reviler, An Inſulter. An Enſnarer. A Man of Invention, (i. e. 


a Lyar) who utters moſt Abominable Falſhoods in the Pulpit, A 
moſt Malicious Calumniator, and Impudent Falſiier. A Church- 
Monntebant. A Whiffler. A Malicious Suggeſter. . One that doc: 


not Preach al! Goſpcl. A Nan of Exceſſive Confidence, who is an- 


capable of futh a Paſſion as Shame. One that does equal Service 
to the Church of Rome, with a peeviſh Jeſuite, or Ronuſh Emiſſary. 
A Notorious Schiſmatick. And, in a word, a Man of Extraua- 
Lance, that diſgraces his Charalter, prephanes the Pulpit, turns the 
Temple into a Theatre; and the Lord knows what bekde. | 

Now, not to obſerve, that Bad Language is uſually a fign of a 
Deſperate Cauſe, and that a Man when he falls to calling Names, 
fhews he has but Little elſe to ſay; I ſhall only Remark at picſeat, 
that as liſe as theſe Gentlemen have made me to GOLIAH, 
the Compariſon fails at leaſt in this Particular, viz. That my 
Antag emiſt, inſtead of flinging a Stone, has flung Dirt at me. 


Again, obſerve how the Party, on this rriffling Occaſion, have 
ſet up their 014 Cry of Perſecution. By the Noiſe they have made 
about this Cenſerexce, would not any One imagine, that half 
the WIGS in England were going to be broil'd alive like Lobſters ? 
Many Muſes kave been broke open, and Murders committed, in 
this County, which never made a Tenth Part of the Noe. 


They have ſeat the CRY Eaſt and Weſe, North and South; inſo- 


1 much, 
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much, that it has reach'd London and Warwick-ſhire : And ſes 


veral Letters have been ſent to enquire, what the Matter is here 
at Exeter. | 


Further, obſerve the Old Spirit of Lying. The Party hath gi- 


ven out, that I declinꝰd the Diſpute ;, that I deſired 4 Fortnight's 
time toprepare my ſelf ;, that I am an Iriſh-man, &c. and that 
Mr. Withers worſted Mr. Walter; that Mr. Walker begg'd his Par- 
den; gave up the Cauſe ;, and ſo many other Stories are handed a- 


\ 


bout the Diſſenters on this Occaſion, that 'twould be endleſs: 


to repeat 'em all. 


Farther, obſerve the Spirit of Spite and Bitterneſs, which reigns 


in em; their very Eyes ſperke with Fury when they talk of 
me! They have threatned to pull my Gown f; have HUE and 
CRY'D me about the City and Countrey, for a ROGUE, a VIL- 
LAIN, and RASCAL 
wells, One of the Party ſaid, The Bell was Tolling for the DEVII, 


Being to Preach lately at St. S- 


to preach! Anda Gentlewoman of my own Pariſh, who is a D/ 


ſenter, would have ſuffer d her Husband, who was a Church-man, 


to Expire without the Aſſiſtance of a Clergymar, rather than 


lend for me! Nay, though her Dying Husband deſired ſome 


Cler gyman of the Church of England might be with him, h. 


would not ſo much as ask my Leave, to let another come ——- 
However, a Clergymar, preſuming upon my Conſent, did at- 
tend him, and found him in ſach Exrremiry, that he Dy'd the 
next Morning. | 


In a word; Some of em have expreſly ſaid, That I ought to 
have my Brains beat out ! And others have diſcover'd ſuch Un- 
mereiful Inclinations towards me, that ſeveral of my Friends, 
who have Occaſion ſometimes to be among em, and ſee and 
hear their Inveteracy, have ſeriouſly advis'd me, to take Care how 
I walk the Streets, after tis Night So very much DAN- 


GER may ſome of the Charch-men be in, whilſt, Bleſſed be God, 


the Church her ſelt is in NONE. 


Once more, obſerve what an Vnplacable Spirit is in em. L 
have ſaid One Hard Word, and I am zever to be forgiven ! They 
have ſtarted me, and they are reſolv'd to hunt me down, or 
knock me in the Head, or ſomething lite ir, coſt what it will! 

| Amway 
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Amway with ſuch a Fellow from the Earth, for it it not fk, that 
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And now, upon the whole, ſhould we take a View of te 
FVileneſs and Dangerouſneſs of the Party, what can be blacker than 
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'- Complication of ſuch Crimes, as I have been Inſtancing in? 
What can be more Deſtructive to the Eftablifhment than ſuch 
People, ſhould they ever have the Power? And conſequently, 


how can any Clergyman, that has the Care of Souls committed 
to his Charge by the Laws of Godand Man, forbear Speaking a- 
gainſt SEPARATION ? Or be Eaſy, as long as he has ONE 
Diſſenter in his Pariſh? To lay this a little before uss 


L Suppoſe the two Mr. 4 — , Mr H----de, Mr. Fowler, 
Mr Hlamlin, to be a Rump Parliament; and Mr. Haller, Mr Wi- 


ther Mr. T----ſe, Mr. H -, to be an Ae my of Divines, 


to direct their Conſciences in Matters of Religion : Suppoſe the 


Diſſenting Mob of this City, to be the Aieb of the Nation; and 
ſuppoſe Ae to be the — of the church of England Clergy; how 
can we think They would manage and deal with em? Why, if 
we may be allow d to make a Judgment from their late Ackions, 
and their Manner of treating me, they would firſt, Rail at em, 
Revile em; then Falſiy Aecuſe em, give em out, as they did 
formerly, for Jeſuites, and endeavour to vaiſe the Afob upon 
'em. Nay, if we may believe their own very Words, they would 
pull off their Gowns, lay *em in Triſox, and beat out their Brains. 
Or, in other Terms, if it was in their power, the Diſſenters in 
1707, would do the ſelſ-ſame Thing as their Forefathers actually 
did in 1641 ; and as their Brethren in Scotland have lately done. 
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